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Depremde 10 ilimize Gare Olduk

Care Dernegi olarak gerek yurt icinde gerekse yurt disinda maz-
lumun, magdurun ve musibetzede insanlarimizin yaninda olmay1
bir siar ediniyoruz. Bu siarla 15 yildir goniilliilerimizle ii¢ kitada se-
ferber olduk. Islam aleminin bugiinkii halini bir sahra hastanesine
benzetiyoruz. Bugiine kadar diinyanin bir¢ok bolgesinde yangin,
sel, tsunami ve deprem felaketiyle sarsilan insanlara ihtiyag duy-
duklari acil insani yardimlar1 yapmakta 6ncti bir kurulus olduk.

Uluslararasi Yardim Faaliyetlerimiz

- Nepal: Sel felaketi oldugunda bolgeye ilk yetisen insani yardim
kuruluslarindan biriydik.

- Filipinler: Tsunami ile kiigiik bir kiyameti yasadiginda, Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti hiikiimet kuruluslarimizla birlikte bolgeye ulasan ilk
sivil toplum kurulusu olduk.

- Afganistan, Pakistan, fran: Bu gibi felaketlerle sarsilan insanlarin
en kisa zamanda yaninda olmay: bir vazife edindik.

- Filistin, Moro, Banglades ve Afrika: Harp belasi ve zalim iktidar-
larin kiiresel diizen oyunlarmin elinde ezilen kadinlarn, ¢cocukla-
r1n, gazilerin ve sehit ailelerinin yaninda olduk.

Hiilasa, diinyanin her neresinde olursa olsun kanayan bir yara var-
sa oraya kostuk.

6 Subat: D6nim Noktamiz

6 Subat, bizim i¢in déniim noktalarindan birisi oldu. Diinya maz-
lumlarin imdadina kosarken, bir giin kendi 6z memleketimizde,
kendi aile fertlerimize ayn: sekilde yardima kosacagimizi aklimiza
getirir miydik? Kendi goniilliilerimizin, ¢alisanlarimizin ve yone-
tim kurulu tiyelerimizin akrabalarimi enkazdan cikaracagimiz,
anne ve babalarina su ve giyecek ulastiracagimizi ve Ramazan
ayinda o kiiciik kiyameti ve biiyiik felaketi yasayan on ilimizde
ayni anda iftar sofralar1 agip sahurlar hazirlayacagimizi diisiiniir
miiydiik? Kim derdi ki Pakistan'daki yetimlerimiz, Filipinler’deki
goniilliilerimiz bir giin gelecek Tiirkiye i¢in yardim toplayacaklar.
Karinca kudret, ince gozyaslariyla Care Dernegini arayacak ve li-
semizdeki 6grenci arkadaslarimizla bu kadar para topladik, sizlere
ulastirmaya ¢alistyoruz diyecekler.

Deprem Bolgesine Yonelik Seferberligimiz

Care Dernegi olarak, yurt disinda ve yurt disinda kurmus oldu-
gumuz biiyiik network’ii tamamiyla deprem bolgesine seferber
ettik. Ulkemizin mikro planda Islam alemindeki viis’atinda, makro
planda birlik ve beraberliginin 6nemini bir kez daha gozlemler-
ken, sivil toplum kuruluslarinin bu gibi acil durumlarda acil eylem
planlariyla ne kadar ¢abuk aksiyon aldiklarini da kemal-i siikran
ile tecriibe ettik.

Yardim Faaliyetlerimiz ve Dualarimiz

Bu sayimizda, dernegimizin bilhassa deprem bolgesindeki 10 se-
hirde, 6zellikle Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Adiyaman ve Malatya
illerimizde gerceklestirmis oldugumuz yardim faaliyetlerini ele
alacagiz. Bu vesileyle bir kez daha depremde hayatin1 kaybeden
vatandaglarimiza Allah’tan rahmet, yaralilara acil ve hayirl sifalar,
geride kalan gozyash insanlarimiza sabirlar niyaz ediyoruz.

Dr. Mehmet Riza Derindag
Care Dernegi YK Bagkan1 V.

We Brought Solutions to 10 of Our Provinces
Affected by the Earthquake

Care Association have adopted the principle of standing by the opp-
ressed, the victims, and those affected by disasters both in our country
and abroad. With this principle, we have been mobilizing with our vo-
lunteers across three continents for 15 years. We liken the current state
of the Islamic world to a field hospital. To date, we have been a leading
organization in providing the urgent humanitarian aid needed by pe-
ople struck by fires, floods, tsunamis, and earthquakes in various parts
of the world.

Our International Relief Activities

eNepal: During the flood disaster, we were one of the first humanitari-
an aid organizations to arrive in the region.

«Philippines: When a tsunami caused a near-apocalyptic situation,
we were the first non-governmental organization to reach the area
alongside our Turkish governmental organizations.

o Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran: We have made it our duty to stand by
the people affected by such disasters as quickly as possible.
ePalestine, Moro, Bangladesh, and Africa: We have stood with wo-
men, children, veterans, and the families of martyrs, oppressed by war
and crushed under the hands of tyrannical governments and global
political games.

In short, wherever in the world there has been a wound that needed
tending, we rushed there.

February 6: Our Turning Point

February 6 was one of our turning points. While we were rushing to
the aid of the oppressed around the world, could we have ever ima-
gined that one day we would be running to help our own people, our
own family members, in our homeland? Could we have ever thought
that we would be pulling the relatives of our own volunteers, emplo-
yees, and board members from under the rubble, delivering water
and clothing to their parents, and setting up iftar tables and preparing
suhoors in the ten provinces that experienced this small apocalypse
and great disaster during Ramadan? Who would have thought that
the orphans in Pakistan and our volunteers in the Philippines would
one day collect aid for Tiirkiye? They would call Care Association with
tearful voices, saying, “We have collected this much money with our
fellow students at school and are trying to send it to you.”

Our Mobilization for the Earthquake Region

Care Association have mobilized our large network, established
both domestically and internationally, entirely for the earthquake
region. While once again witnessing the significance of our countr-
y’s unity and solidarity on a micro scale within the Islamic world,
we also gratefully experienced how quickly civil society organizati-
ons can take action with emergency response plans in such urgent
situations.

Our Relief Activities and Prayers

In this issue, we will discuss our association’ relief efforts, particu-
larly in the ten cities in the earthquake region, including the pro-
vinces of Hatay, Kahramanmaras, Adiyaman, and Malatya. On this
occasion, we once again pray for mercy for our citizens who lost
their lives in the earthquake, speedy and beneficial recovery for the
injured, and patience for the tearful survivors.

Dr. Mehmet Riza Derindag
In Behalf of Care Board
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Mehmet Sudlu

Care Dernedi Yonetim Kurulu Bagkani

Deprem: ilahi Cagn

Yer Sarsildi Biz Sarsildik,
Depremzedeler Sabra,
Yardima Cagrildik

Bizler

6 Subat sabahi tilkemiz kii¢iik bir
kiyamet ve fakat biiyiik bir felaket-
le uyandi. On ilimiz zelzele ile sar-
silirken gelen haberlerle de bizim
i¢ diinyamiz sarsintilar yasadi. Biz
ki diinyanin her neresinde olursa
olsun biitiin mazlumlarin velisi
olmay1 kendimize hedef ittihaz
etmisiz. Diinyanin bir ucunda bir
mazlum aglasa bizim gonliimiizde
ceyhunlar ¢agliyor, bir anne fer-
yad etse bizim ahimiz arg: inleti-
yor, bir ¢cocuk yetim kalsa seferber
olmak i¢in ¢irpiniyoruz. Iste simdi
6z vatanimizda hem kendi memle-
ketimizde ayni acilari isitiyor hem
de ayn1 yiirek s1zisiyla goniilliileri-
mizi seferberlige ¢agiriyorduk. Te-
selli veren bizler miiteselli olmaya
muhta¢ olmustuk. Acilen arkadas-
larimiz1 toplantiya ¢agirdim. Ne
yapabiliriz diye ¢irpinmaya bas-
ladik. Bir kardesimiz “Diinya baki
degil ve musibetlerinde bir nevi
hayir vardir, “Yahu bu da geger!”
diyelim, kendimize gelip bize dii-

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

“Kulun Allah indinde bir mevkii
vardwr ki, ona ibadetle erisemez.
O mevkiye erisinceye kadar Allah,
onu hosuna gitmeyen (iptild ve
musibetler)le imtihan eder.” (Hey-

semi, Mecmau’z-Zevdid, I1, 292) I

seni ivedilikle yerine getirelim” diyor-
du. Bir bagkas1” (s nall & @l & simdi
musibetzedeler sabir imtihaninda biz-
ler de yardim imtihanindayiz. Durmak
yok yola revan olalim”diyordu. Ben de
bu goniil erleri Care goniilliilerimijzin
sozlerine istirak ediyor ve ancak 4 Ul
&) 4l U5 diyebiliyordum.. Miilk ey
Allah’im senindir ve sen, miilkiinde. Ve
Sen miilkiinde istedigin gibi tasarruf
edersin. Biz senin hem miilkiiniiz, hem
memliikiiniiz hem miilkiinde yasiyo-
ruz. Veren Sensin alan Sen; dahi bizim
nemiz var diyerek tiim vatandaslarimiz
adina da bir teselli artyordum.

Deprem sabahi arkadaslarimizla koor-
dine olduk ve yola devam olundu. Dem
o demdi. An o an. Zaman durmustu,
kalbimiz Maras diye atiyor, ruhumuz
Hataya akiyor, gbziimiiz Malatya’dan
bir haber bekliyor, Adiyaman yadimiz-
dan ¢ikmiyordu. Bu sayimizda sizler
de goreceksiniz ki 6zellikle depremden

en fazla etkilenen dort sehrimiz-
de biitlin giiciimiizle bulunma-
ya gayret gosterdik. Hatta sunu
da ifade edelim ki depremin ilk
giiniinden itibaren bulundugu-
muz bu sehirlerden en son ay-
rilan STK’da biz olduk. Cenab-1
Hakk’a; miiminlerin, mazlumla-
rin ve vatandaslarimizin derdiyle
dertlenme nimetini bize bahsetti-
gi i¢in ayrica siikrettik. Bizler Care
Dernegi goniilliileri ve yonetimi-
mizle iman ediyoruz ki Deprem
alelade bir tabiat olayr degildir.
Arkasinda sahislarimiza, aileleri-
mize, yasantimiza, sosyal hayati-
miza bakan vecheleri var. Elbette
ilahi bir ikazdir. flahi bir ihtardir.
Ayni zamanda hem sehadete hem
magfirete ve hem giinahlarin da
kefaretine bir vesiledir. Ve niha-
yet bizler imtihan diinyasinday1z.
Deprem hepimiz i¢in bir imtihan-
dir. Bu hadislerde de Efendimiz
(asv) o manaya isaret etmiyor mu:

“Bir kul kendisi icin (Cennet’te)
hazirlanmis olan makama ame-
liyle erisemeyecekse, Allah onun
bedenine veya malina veya co-
luk-¢ocuguna bir bela verir. Sonra
(Allah) o kulu bu musibete sab-
retmeye muvaffak kilar. Nihayet
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(Allah) o kulu kendi katinda ha-
zirlamis oldugu makama eristi-
rir.” (Ebti David, Cenaiz, 1/3090;
Ahmed, V, 272) “Kulun Allah in-
dinde bir mevkii vardir ki, ona
ibadetle erisemez. O mevkiye eri-
sinceye kadar Allah, onu hosuna
gitmeyen (iptild ve musibetler)le
imtihan eder.” (Heysemi, Mecma-
u'z-Zevaid, 11, 292)

Velhasil, sivil toplum kurulus-
lariolarak bizler meydana gelen
byle musibetleri diinyevi bir ba-
kis acisiyla degerlendirirsek eger
tizerimize diisen vazifeleri aksa-
tabilir, gerekli ¢alismalarda nok-
sanliklar yasariz. Sivil Toplum bir
ibadet suuru icerisinde yaralar:
sarmaya kosmali, mazlumla otur-
mali magdurla kalkmali ve devlet
kurum ve kuruluslariyla omuz
omuza yeniden ayaga kalkmanin
mihenk tag1 olmalidir. Bizler tiim
goniilliilerimizle bu vizyonu ve bu
diinya goristimi kendimize mis-
yon edindik.

Bu misyona uygun olarak calis-
malarimiza devam etmekteyiz. Bu
vesile ile depremde canla basla
glinlerce aylarca evlerine dénme-
den halkimiza hizmet gétiiren go-
niilliilerimize tesekkiirii bir borg
biliyor, Cenab-1 Hak’tan bu nevi
diinyevi ve semavi musibetleri
memleketimizden uzak tutmasini
niyaz ediyorum.

Mehmet Siidlii
Care Dernegi YK Baskani

_ Vesileyiz / Means 2023 7
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Chairman of the Board of the Care Association
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Earthquake: A
Divine Call

The Ground Shook, We Were
Shaken, Earthquake Survivors
Were Called to Patience, and We
Were Called to Help

On the morning of February 6,
our country woke up to a small
apocalypse, yet a great disaster.
While ten of our provinces were
shaken by the earthquake, the
news we received also shook our
inner world. We, who have set our
aim to be the guardians of all the
oppressed wherever they may be
in the world, felt the weight of this
tragedy deeply. When an oppres-
sed person cries out at the far ends
of the world, rivers of sorrow flow
through our hearts; when a mot-
her laments, our cries reach the
heavens; when a child becomes an
orphan, we are driven to mobili-
ze. And now, we were hearing the
same pains in our homeland, our
own country, and with the same
heartache, we called our volunte-
ers to action. We, who gave com-
fort, had now become in need of
comfort. I immediately called our

“If a servant is not able to reach the rank that
Allah has prepared for them through their de-
eds, Allah afflicts them with calamities in their
body, wealth, or children. Then, Allah enab-
les them to remain patient, so that they may

reach the rank Allah has prepared for them.”

(Abu Dawood, Jana'iz, 1/3090; Ahmad, V, 272) |

team for a meeting. We were anxiously
asking, “What can we do?” One of our
brothers said, “The world is not perma-
nent, and there is a kind of goodness in
these calamities. Let us say, ‘This too
shall pass!’ Let’s collect ourselves and
swiftly do our part.” Another said, “In-
deed, Allah is with the patient.” Now,
the disaster victims are being tested
with patience, and we are being tested
with our willingness to help. There is
no time to stop, let us proceed.” I too jo-
ined in the words of these devoted Care
volunteers, and all I could say was, “In-
deed we belong to Allah, and indeed to
Him we will return.” O Allah, the domi-
nion is Yours. You dispose of Your do-
minion as You wish. We are Yours, and
we live in Your dominion. You are the
Giver and the Taker, what do we have
except what You have given us? I was
seeking comfort on behalf of all our ci-
tizens.

‘Q

On the morning of the earthqua-
ke, we coordinated with our team
and continued on our way. That
was the moment. Time had stop-
ped. Our hearts beat for Maras,
our spirits flowed towards Hatay,
our eyes awaited news from Malat-
ya, and we could not forget Adiya-
man. As you will see in this issue,
we did our utmost to be present in
these four cities, which were most
affected by the earthquake. In fact,
let me say that from the first day
of the earthquake, we were the
last NGO to leave these cities. We
are grateful to Allah for granting
us the blessing of feeling the pain
of our fellow believers, the opp-
ressed, and our citizens. As Care
Association volunteers and ma-
nagement, we firmly believe that
the earthquake is not just a natu-
ral event. It has aspects that relate
to our personal lives, our families,
our lifestyles, and our social life. It
is undoubtedly a divine warning
and a reminder. It is also a means
of martyrdom, forgiveness, and
expiation for sins. After all, we live
in a world of trials. The earthqua-
ke is a test for all of us. Doesn’t the
Prophet (peace be upon him) refer
to this in the following hadiths?

8 Care Dernegi | Vesileyiz / Means 2023
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“If a servant is not able to reach
the rank that Allah has prepared
for them through their deeds, Al-
lah afflicts them with calamities
in their body, wealth, or child-
ren. Then, Allah enables them to
remain patient, so that they may
reach the rank Allah has prepared
for them.” (Abu Dawood, Jana’iz,
1/3090; Ahmad, V, 272)

“There is a position that a servant
has with Allah, which they cannot
reach through their actions. So,
Allah tests them with trials that
they dislike until they attain that
position.” (Heythami, Majma’ al-
Zawa’id, 11, 292)

In short, if we as civil society or-
ganizations evaluate such calami-
ties from a worldly perspective,
we may fail to fulfill our respon-
sibilities and may fall short in
necessary actions. Civil society
must rush to heal wounds with
the consciousness of worship, sit
with the oppressed, rise with the
afflicted, and be a cornerstone in
rebuilding alongside state institu-
tions and organizations. We, with
all our volunteers, have adopted
this vision and this worldview as
our mission.
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We continue our work in line with
this mission. On this occasion, I
would like to express our gratitu-
de to our volunteers who tireless-
ly served our people for days and
months without returning home
after the earthquake. We pray
that Allah keeps such earthly and
heavenly calamities far from our
country.

Mehmet Siidlii
Chairman of the Board, Care Associ-
ation

_ Vesileyiz / Means 2023 9
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Yetim ve Yetimhanelerimiz

2023 y1li, Care Dernegi olarak yetimler ve yetimhaneler
konusunda énemli adimlar attigimiz ve biiyiik bagarilar elde
ettigimiz oldukg¢a verimli bir donem oldu. Bu y1l igerisinde,
diinyanin dért bir yanindaki yetimhanelerimizde yiizlerce ye-
tim ¢ocugun hayatina dokunma firsat: bulduk. Her bir ¢cocuga
ozel ilgi gostererek, onlarin bireysel ihtiya¢larini karsilamaya
odaklandik. Yetimhanelerimizde sadece barinma degil, ayn
zamanda ¢ocuklarin fiziksel, duygusal ve zihinsel gelisimlerini
destekleyecek kapsamli bir yaklagim benimsedik.

Bu dogrultuda, her bir yetime sicak ve giivenli bir yuva sagla-
manin yani sira, onlarin gelecege en iyi sekilde hazirlanmala-

rin1 saglayacak kaliteli bir egitim sunmaya biiylik 6nem verdik.

Egitim programlarimiz, akademik basariy1 tesvik etmenin
yaninda, ¢ocuklarin sosyal becerilerini ve 6zgiivenlerini gelis-
tirmeye yonelik aktiviteleri de igeriyor.

Belki de en 6nemlisi, yetimhanelerimizde sevgi dolu bir ortam
olusturmaya 6zel bir 5nem veriyoruz. Deneyimli ve sefkatli
personelimiz, her ¢cocuga bireysel ilgi gostererek, onlarin
duygusal ihtiyaclarini karsiliyor ve giiven duygularin giiglen-
diriyor. Bu sevgi dolu ortam saglikli ve mutlu bireyler olarak
yetismelerine yardimci oluyor. Sonug olarak, 2023 yilinda
yetimhanelerimizde sadece temel ihtiyaglar1 karsilamakla
kalmadik, ayn1 zamanda her ¢ocugun potansiyelini tam olarak
gerceklestirebilecegi biitiinsel bir yasam ve gelisim ortami
sagladik.

| VESILE OLDUKLARIMIZ - YETIM / WHAT WE HAVE CAUSED - ORPHAN

Care Dernegi Tiirkiye’nin en biiyiik
E] ve en giivenilir bagis kurumlar
arasinda yer almaktadir.

Our Orphans and
Orphanages

The year 2023 was a highly productive period for Care
Association, as we made significant strides and achieved
great success in the field of orphan care and orphanages.
Throughout the year, we had the opportunity to touch the
lives of hundreds of orphaned children in our orphanages
worldwide. We focused on meeting the individual needs
of each child, ensuring not only shelter but also a compre-
hensive approach to supporting their physical, emotional,
and mental development.

In line with this, we placed great emphasis on providing
each orphan with a warm and secure home, while also
offering high-quality education to prepare them for the
future. Our educational programs not only encourage
academic achievement but also include activities aimed at
developing the children’s social skills and self-confidence.

Perhaps most importantly, we prioritize creating a loving
environment in our orphanages. Our experienced and
compassionate staff provide individualized attention to
each child, addressing their emotional needs and stren-
gthening their sense of security. This loving environment
helps the children grow into healthy and happy individu-
als. As a result, in 2023, we not only met the basic needs of
the children in our orphanages but also provided a holistic
environment for their growth and development, enabling
each child to realize their full potential.

Care Demegi | Vesileyiz / Means 2023 |
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Nijerya’da Yeni Bir Baslangi¢ ve
Umut

9 iilke 13 bolgede yiizlerce yetim ¢ocugun
diizenli bakimini iistleniyoruz.

2023 yilinda Nijerya'da a¢tigimiz yetimhane, yaklagik 50 yetim
¢ocugun hayatini dontstiirdii. Cocuklar artik giivenli ve sevgi
dolu bir ortamda, temel yasam ihtiyaglarini karsilayabilecekle-
ri bir yuvaya sahip.

Yetimhanemiz, beslenme ve barinma ihtiyaglarini kargilama-
nin yani sira egitim ve saglik hizmetlerine de biiytik 6nem
veriyor. Egitim programlarimiz, ¢ocuklarin sadece akademik
bagarilarini tegvik etmekle kalmiyor, ayni zamanda sosyal
becerilerini ve 6zgiivenlerini gelistirmelerine de katki sagliyor.

Barinmadan egitime, sagliktan gidaya kadar A New Beginning and Hope in
E] tiim ihtiya¢larimi karsilamak i¢in ¢alistyoruz. Ni g eria
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In 2023, the orphanage we opened in Nigeria transformed
the lives of approximately 50 orphaned children. The
children now have a safe and loving environment where
their basic needs are met.

Our orphanage focuses not only on providing nutrition
and shelter but also places great importance on education
and healthcare. Our educational programs help children
not only succeed academically but also develop their social
skills and self-confidence.

We undertake the regular care of hundreds
of orphans in 9 countries and 13 regions.

Vesileyiz / Means 2023 11
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Tanzanya’da Umutlarin
Temeli Atildi

Tanzanya daki yetimhane projemiz, 2023 yilinda temeli
atilarak hayata gegmeye basladi. Halen inga asgamasinda
olan bu tesis, tamamlandiginda ¢ocuklara yalnizca bir
yuva degil, ayni zamanda bir egitim ve gelisim merkezi
de sunacak.

Oyun alanlari ve sanatsal etkinliklerle ¢ocuklarin zihin-
sel ve fiziksel gelisimlerini desteklemeyi amagliyoruz.
Bu proje, gelecege yapilan bir yatirim olarak ¢ocuklara
umut vermenin yani sira siirdiirtilebilir bir yasam sagla-
may!1 hedefliyor.

Laying the Foundation of
Hope in Tanzania

Our orphanage project in Tanzania began in 2023
with the laying of its foundation. Still under constru-
ction, this facility will provide children with not only
a home but also a center for education and develop-
ment once completed.

We aim to support the children’s mental and physical
growth through playgrounds and artistic activities.
This project not only offers hope for the future but
also aims to provide a sustainable living environment

for the children.
En temel amacimiz yetim Our primary goal is to ensure
E] cocuklarimizin diger ¢ocuklar gibi that our orphaned children can
esit seviyede egitim alabilmesidir. :] receive education at the same

level as other children.

CARE DERNEG! -TANZANYA

12 Care Demegi | Vesileyiz / Means 2023 |
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Afganistan’da Modern Tesislerle Gelecege Hazirhk

Afganistan’daki yetimhanemiz, 2023 yilinda tadilatlar1 tamamlanarak yetim ¢ocuklara hizmet vermeye baslad1.
Modern tesisimiz, ¢ocuklara giivenli ve konforlu bir yasam alani sunmanin yani sira kaliteli egitim firsatlar1 da
sagliyor. Egitim programlarimiz, akademik basariy1 tesvik ederken ¢ocuklarin kisisel ve sosyal becerilerini ge-
listirmelerine de olanak taniyor. Boylece ¢cocuklarimiz, modern diinyada basarili olmalar1 i¢in gerekli becerileri
kazaniyorlar.

Preparing for the Future with Modern Facilities in Afghanistan

Our orphanage in Afghanistan, after completing renovations in 2023, began serving orphaned children. Our
modern facility provides a safe and comfortable living space while also offering quality education opportunities.
Our educational programs not only encourage academic success but also allow children to develop their perso-
nal and social skills, equipping them with the abilities they need to succeed in today’s world.
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Uganda Isar Care Kiilliyesi: Egitim
ve Yasamin Bulusma Noktasi

2022 yili sonunda Uganda’da hizmete agtigimiz Isar Care Kiilliyesi, egitim ve sosyal hizmetlerde yenilikgi bir
yaklagim sunuyor. Bu kapsamli tesis; yetimhane, ilkogretim okulu, cami, misafirhane, yemekhane ve medrese
gibi cesitli olanaklar1 biinyesinde barindiriyor. Cocuklarimiz, kaliteli bir egitim alirken dini ve sosyal degerlerle
bezeli bir ortamda yetisiyor. Kiilliye, cocuklarin yasamin her alaninda donanimli bireyler olarak gelismeleri i¢in

gerekli destegi sagliyor.

Uganda Isar Care Complex: A Hub
for Education and Life

The Isar Care Complex, which we opened in Uganda at the end of 2022, offers an innovative approach to educa-
tion and social services. This comprehensive facility includes an orphanage, primary school, mosque, guesthou-
se, dining hall, and madrasah. Our children receive a quality education while being nurtured in an environment
enriched with religious and social values. The complex provides the necessary support for children to develop
into well-rounded individuals in all aspects of life.

14 Care Demegi | Vesileyiz / Means 2023 |
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Pakistan’da Kiultur ve
Sanatla Bulusma

Pakistan’daki yetimhanemiz, 2023 yilinda egitim ve kiil-
tiirel faaliyetleriyle 6ne ¢ikti. Ebru sanati gibi ¢esitli sa-
natsal etkinliklerle ¢cocuklarin yaraticiliklarini ve estetik
algilarini gelistiriyoruz. Sanat atolyeleri, miizik ve tiyatro
gibi kiiltiirel aktiviteler, cocuklarin sosyal becerilerini ve
ozgiivenlerini artirmalarina katk: sagliyor. Yetimhane-
miz, ¢ocuklarin hem akademik hem de sanatsal yonleri-
ni dengeli bir sekilde gelistirmelerine olanak taniyarak
biitiinsel bir egitim yaklasimi sunuyor.

A Cultural and Artistic Me-
eting in Pakistan

In 2023, our orphanage in Pakistan stood out with its
focus on education and cultural activities. We developed
the children’s creativity and sense of aesthetics through
various artistic activities like Ebru (paper marbling). Art
workshops, along with music and theater activities, help
enhance the children’s social skills and self-confidence.
Our orphanage offers a holistic educational approach,
allowing children to balance both their academic and
artistic talents.

Gelecege Yatirim: Yetimhanelerimizin Vizyonu

2023 y1l, yetimhanelerimizde umut ve basarilarin 6ne ¢iktig1 bir donem oldu. Her bir yetimhanemiz, cocuklari-
miza giivenli, sevgi dolu ve destekleyici bir yasam alani sunarken egitim ve sosyal gelisimlerine de biiyiik 5nem
veriyor. Siirekli iyilestirme ¢abalarimiz, yetimhanelerimizin kalitesini artirryor ve gelecekte daha fazla yetime
ulasma hedefimizi gii¢lendiriyor. Care Dernegi olarak, 6niimiizdeki yillarda ¢alismalarimizi daha da genislete-
rek, diinyanin dort bir yanindaki daha fazla yetime ulasmay1 hedefliyoruz.

Investing in the Future: The Vision for Our Orphanages

The year 2023 was a period of hope and achievement in our orphanages. Each orphanage provides a safe, loving,
and supportive environment for our children while focusing on their education and social development. Our

continuous efforts to improve the quality of our orphanages strengthen our goal of reaching more orphans in the
future. As Care Association, we aim to expand our work in the coming years to reach even more orphans around

the world.
“We are merely the means.”

Vesileyiz / Means 2023 15
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Kurbanla Vesile Oldukiarimiz

Kurban; paylasmanin, dayanismanin ve yardimlasmanin en yogun yasandig1 6nemli bir ibadettir. Care Dernegi
olarak, bu miibarek ayda emanet ettiginiz kurban vekaletleriyle diinyadaki ihtiya¢ sahibi kardeslerimizin yiizle-
rine tebessiim kondurmay1 basardik. 2023 yilinda gerceklestirdigimiz kurban faaliyetlerimizle, 3 kita, 13 tilke ve 75
bolgede toplamda 1 milyon 753 bin kisiye (320 bin aileye) kurban eti ulagtirarak milyonlarca insana umut olduk.
Kurban vekaletleriniz, Afrika’dan Orta Dogu’ya, Giiney Asya’dan uzak cografyalara kadar genis bir alana yayildi.
Mezar-1 Serif’ten Gazze’ye, Uganda'dan Pakistan’a kadar uzanan yardim faaliyetlerimiz, diinya genelinde birgok
bolgeyi kapsadi. Her kurban bagisi, bolgelerdeki yoksul ailelere, yetimlere ve savas magdurlarina ulastirildi.

M
QAfgansitan ' § Arakan v Burkina Faso

Those We Helped Through Qurbani

Qurbani (sacrifice) is an important act of worship where sharing, solidarity, and cooperation are deeply expe-
rienced. As Care Association, during this blessed time, we succeeded in bringing smiles to the faces of our brot-
hers and sisters in need worldwide through the Qurbani entrusted to us. In 2023, through our Qurbani activities,
we reached 1,753,000 people (320,000 families) across 3 continents, 13 countries, and 75 regions, delivering hope to
millions by distributing Qurbani meat. Your Qurbani donations extended across a wide area, from Africa to the
Middle East, South Asia, and distant lands. Our relief efforts spanned many regions globally, from Mazar-i-Sha-
rif to Gaza, Uganda to Pakistan. Each Qurbani donation reached poor families, orphans, and victims of conflict.

16 Care Demegi | Vesileyiz / Means 2023 |
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2023 Kurban Faaliyetlerimiz

Vacip Kurbanlarla Umut Tasidik

2023 Kurban Bayrami boyunca, Care Dernegi olarak vacip kurbanlarimizla 1 milyon 550 bin kisiye (310 bin aileye) yardim eli
uzattik. Tiirkiye'nin yani sira Pakistan, Afganistan, Cad, Nijerya, Burkina Faso, Tanzanya, Uganda, Etiyopya, Filipinler, Ara-
kan, Kenya (Garissa, Mandera, Kwela) ve Filistin (Gazze) gibi 13 iilke ve 75 bolgeye kurban bagislarimizi ulastirdik. Bu genis
cografyada gerceklestirdigimiz yardimlar sayesinde, farkli kiiltiirlerden ve cografyalardan gelen ihtiya¢ sahiplerine ulastik.

Our 2023 Qurbani Activities

Bringing Hope Through Obligatory Qurbani

Throughout 2023 Eid al-Adha, Care Association extended a helping hand to 1,550,000 people (310,000 families) through
obligatory Qurbani. We distributed Qurbani donations across 13 countries and 75 regions, including Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Chad, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia, the Philippines, Arakan, Kenya (Garissa, Mandera, Kwela), and
Palestine (Gaza), as well as in Turkey. Through these extensive efforts, we reached people in need from various cultures and
regions.

I Vesleyiz / Means 2023 17
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Adak, Akika ve Sukiir
Kurbanlanyla Yil Boyu Destek

Kurban faaliyetlerimiz sadece vacip kurbanlarla sinirh
kalmad:. Y1l boyunca toplamda 3.603 hisse adak, akika
ve siikiir kurban vekaleti keserek, Uganda, Nijerya,
Tanzanya, Filipinler, Burkina Faso, Cad ve Kenya gibi iil-
kelerde ihtiyac sahibi ailelere dagitimini gerceklestirdik.

Bu kurbanlar sayesinde, yaklasik 203 bin kisiye (10 bin
aileye) ulastik. Adak, akika ve gtikiir kurbanlarimiz-

la, cocuklarin egitim ihtiyaglarini kargilamaktan, su
sikintis1 ceken kdylere su temini yapmaya kadar genis
bir yelpazede destek sagladik. Toplamda, bu faaliyetlerle
320 bin aileye kurban eti dagitimi yaparak daha fazla
insana umut ve mutluluk ulastirdik.

Adak, Agigah, and Gratitude
Qurbani Support Throughout
the Year

Our Qurbani activities were not limited to obligatory
Qurbani. Throughout the year, we carried out 3,603
shares of adak (vow), aqiqah, and gratitude Qurbani,
distributing them to families in need in countries such
as Uganda, Nigeria, Tanzania, the Philippines, Burkina
Faso, Chad, and Kenya. These Qurbanis reached ap-
proximately 203,000 people (10,000 families). Through
adak, aqiqah, and gratitude Qurbanis, we provided a
wide range of support, from covering children’s edu-
cational needs to supplying water to villages suffering
from shortages. In total, we distributed Qurbani meat to
320,000 families, bringing hope and happiness to even
more people.

Kurban Kesim Sureci ve
Seffafhik

Vacip kurban kesimleri, bayramin ilk giinii bayram
namazindan hemen sonra Islami usullere uygun olarak
gerceklestirildi. Her bir kesim sirasinda bagis¢ilarimizin
isimleri tek tek okundu ve bu anlar videoya kaydedil-
di. Kesim iglemi tamamlandiktan sonra, kurban etleri
titizlikle paketlenip ihtiya¢ sahiplerine dagitildi. Her

yil oldugu gibi bu yil da bu siirecte seffafligi ve hesap
verebilirligi 6n planda tutarak bagis¢ilarimizin giivenini

kazandik.

Qurbani Process and
Transparency

The obligatory Qurbani sacrifices were carried out on
the first day of Eid, immediately after the Eid prayer, in
accordance with Islamic principles. During each sacrifi-
ce, the names of the donors were recited, and the process
was recorded on video. After the sacrifices were comple-
ted, the meat was carefully packaged and distributed to
those in need. As always, this year we prioritized trans-
parency and accountability throughout this process,
earning the trust of our donors.
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Destek Olun, Birlikte Vesile Support Us and Be a Part of

Olalim the Solution

Kurban faaliyetlerimize yapacaginiz desteklerle, bir By supporting our Qurbani activities, you can help a
¢ocugun egitimine vesile olabilir, bir ailenin bayramin child’s education or make a family’s Eid special. Your do-
glizellestirebilirsiniz. Bagislariniz, ihtiyag sahibi insanla- nations will reach those in need, helping us touch lives.
ra ulasarak onlarin yasamlarina dokunmamiza yardimci As Care Association, with your support, we aim to reach
olacak. Care Dernegi olarak, sizlerin destegiyle daha more people and make a positive impact on their lives.
fazla insana ulagsmay1 ve onlarin hayatlarina dokunmay1

hedefliyoruz. “we are just means”

”"Biz sadece vesileyiz.”

-
—

Arakan 9 Burkina Faso
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Ramazan’da Soframiz Care Oldu!

2023 Ramazan ayinda, merhametin ve bereketin tiim islam diinyasini kusatt1g1 bu miibarek ayda, Care
Dernegi olarak yine yardima muhtag kardeslerimizin imdadina kostuk. “Soframiz Care Olsun!” ¢agrisiyla
baslattigimiz iyilik hareketiyle yurt i¢i ve yurt disinda gerceklestirdigimiz faaliyetlerle yiiz binlerce insanin
yliziinii giildiirdiik.

Ramazan ayinda binlerce Thousands were reached
2 during Ramad
kisiye ulasildi. uring Ramadan.

TARE o.'-!umi - GARE DEAMEG] - capg DERHEG

@ care @

| SICAK YEMEK GADIRI

HATAY

Our Table Became a Source of Relief During Ramadan!

In the blessed month of Ramadan in 2023, when mercy and blessings spread across the entire Islamic world,
Care Association once again rushed to the aid of our brothers and sisters in need. With the kindness campa-
ign we launched under the slogan “Let Our Table Be a Source of Relief!”, we brought smiles to the faces of
hundreds of thousands of people through our activities both domestically and internationally.
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Uganda’da iftar Sofralari

Kampala bolgesindeki Isar Primary School’da
diizenledigimiz iftar programlariyla, yetimlerimiz
ve civar kdylerde yasayan toplam 6.600 kisiye iftar
yemegi ulastirdik. Bu etkinliklerle, bolgedeki ihti-
yag sahiplerine Ramazan'in bereketini ve sevincini
tagidik.

Suriye’de Yardim Faaliyetleri

Azez’ deki ti¢ cadir kentte gerceklestirdigimiz
yardim faaliyetleriyle, yiizlerce aileye umut olduk.
Ayrica, engelli kardeslerimiz i¢in bes tekerlekli
sandalye dagitarak, onlarin hayatini kolaylastirma-
y1 hedefledik.

Aid Activities in Syria

In three tent camps in Azez, we carried out aid ac-
tivities, bringing hope to hundreds of families. We
also distributed five wheelchairs to our disabled

brothers and sisters to help make their lives easier.

Iftar Tables in Uganda

In the Ishar Primary School in the Kampala region,
we organized iftar programs, providing iftar meals
to 6,600 people, including orphans and residents of
nearby villages. Through these efforts, we spread
the blessings and joy of Ramadan to those in need
in the area.
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Filipinler’de Ramazan Sevinci

Filipinler'de diizenledigimiz Ramazan etkinlikleri
kapsaminda, 10.000 kisiye iftar yemegi ve 5.000 aileye
kumanya dagitimi gerceklestirdik. Ayrica, 70 ailenin
hidayetine vesile olmanin mutlulugunu yasadik.

Ramadan Joy in the Philippines

As part of our Ramadan activities in the Philippines,
we distributed iftar meals to 10,000 people and food
packages to 5,000 families. We also had the joy of being
a means for 70 families to embrace Islam.

Burkina Faso’da Paylasmanin
Bereketi

Burkina Faso'nun Ouagadougou bolgesindeki yetim-

hanemizde ve civar kdylerde, toplam 5.000 kisiye iftar
yemegi ulastirdik. Bu sayede, bolge halkina Ramazan
aymin paylasim ve dayanisma ruhunu yansittik.

Tanzanya’da Kuman-
ya ve Zekat Dagitimi

Tanzanya'da zor durumda olan ailele-
re odaklanarak, ¢esitli bolgelerde 8oo
gida kumanyasi dagittik. Ayrica, daha
fazla ihtiyag sahibi olan 300 aileye
zekat destegi saglayarak, onlarin
Ramazan ayini daha huzurlu ge¢irme-

The Blessings of Sharing in
Burkina Faso

In our orphanage and surrounding villages in the
Ouagadougou region of Burkina Faso, we provided iftar
meals to 5,000 people, reflecting the spirit of sharing and
solidarity during Ramadan.

Nijerya’da Yetimlerle
iftar Yemekleri

Kano Eyaletinde, yetimhanemizde
kalan ve diger yetimlerle birlikte
toplam 40.000 yetime iftar yemegi
ulastirarak, Ramazan'in cogskusunu
minik kardeslerimizle paylastik.

lerine katkida bulunduk.

Food and Zakat
Distribution in
Tanzania

Focusing on families in need in
Tanzania, we distributed 800 food
packages in various regions. Additi-
onally, we provided zakat support to
300 families, helping them experience
a more peaceful Ramadan.

Iftar Meals with
Orphans in Nigeria

In Kano State, we shared the joy of
Ramadan with 40,000 orphans by
providing iftar meals to the orphans
in our orphanage and others in the
area.
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Banglades’te Arakanh
Mislumanlara Destek

Banglades’teki Arakanli Miisliiman
kardeglerimize 10.000 kisilik iftar
yemegi verdik. Destekledigimiz 62
yetime bayram harcliklari ve ailele-
rine gida paketleri dagitarak, onlarin
bayram sevincine ortak olduk.

Pakistan’da Kumanya ve iftar Ye-
mekleri

Pakistan’'in Lahor, Faisalabad, Attock ve Sialkot bolgelerin-
de ihtiyag sahibi ailelere toplam 120 gida paketi dagittik.
Ramazan ay1 boyunca 750 kisiye iftar yemegi sunarken,
yetimhanemizdeki 20 yetim kardesimize bayramlik hediye-
ler verdik.

Support for Rohingya
Muslims in
Bangladesh

We provided iftar meals for 10,000
Rohingya Muslims in Bangladesh. We
also distributed Eid gifts to 62 orphans
and food packages to their families,
sharing in their joy during Eid.

Food and Iftar Meals in Pakistan

In the regions of Lahore, Faisalabad, Attock, and Sialkot
in Pakistan, we distributed 120 food packages to families
in need. During Ramadan, we provided iftar meals to 750
people and gave Eid gifts to 20 orphans in our orphanage.

Kenya’da Kumanya Dagitimi

Kenyanin gesitli kéylerinde yasayan 475 aileye kumanya
dagitarak, Ramazan ayini1 daha huzurlu gegirmelerine
yardimc1 olduk. Bu yardimlarla, ihtiya¢ sahibi ailelerin
temel gida ihtiyaglarini kargilayarak, onlarin bu miiba-
rek ay1 daha rahat ve bereketli gecirmelerine katkida
bulunduk.

Food Distribution in Kenya

We helped 475 families living in various villages in
Kenya by distributing food packages, ensuring that they
experienced a more peaceful and blessed Ramadan.
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Yurt ici Ramazan Faaliyetlerimiz | Deprem Bdlgesi

2023 y1linin Subat ayinda yasanan Kahramanmaras merkezli depremlerin ardindan, Ramazan ay1 boyunca dep-
remzedelere destek olmak amaciyla kapsamli ve ¢ok yonlii yardim faaliyetleri gerceklestirdik. Bu zorlu siiregte,
depremden etkilenen bolgelerdeki kardeslerimizin yaralarini sarmak, onlara umut olmak ve Ramazan’in bereke-
tini paylagsmak i¢in var giiciimiizle ¢alistik.

Gidadan barinmaya, saglik hizmetlerinden psikolojik destege kadar pek ¢ok alanda yiiriittiigiimiiz faaliyetlerle,
depremzedelerin yaninda olmaya ve onlarin acil ihtiyaclarini karsilamaya odaklandik. Bu siirecte, bagiscilarimi-
zin comert destekleri ve goniilliilerimizin 6zverili calismalari sayesinde, binlerce aileye ulasarak Ramazan ayiin
manevi atmosferini ve dayanisma ruhunu yasatmaya c¢alistik.

Our Domestic Ramadan Activities |
Earthquake Zone

Following the Kahramanmaras-centered earthquakes in February 2023, we carried out comprehensive and
multifaceted aid efforts throughout Ramadan to support the earthquake victims. In this challenging time, we
worked tirelessly to heal the wounds of our brothers and sisters affected by the earthquake, provide them with
hope, and share the blessings of Ramadan. We focused on meeting urgent needs in areas such as food, shelter,
healthcare, and psychological support. With the generous contributions of our donors and the dedicated efforts
of our volunteers, we reached thousands of families, aiming to spread the spiritual atmosphere and solidarity of
Ramadan.
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Adiyaman’da Umut Olmaya
Devam Ettik

« 12.000 adet hazir gida ve 10.000 adet
gida paketi dagittik.

* 4.000 adet hijyen paketi, 3.000 adet be-
bek mamasi ve 200.000 adet bebek bezi
ile temel ihtiyaclar1 karsiladik.

« 1.280 ton yakacak, 5.000 adet battaniye
ve 3.000 adet mont yardimiyla soguk
havalarda destek olduk.

* 42 tir su yardimu ve ¢esitli ek yardimlar-
la depremzedelerin yaninda olduk.

Continuing to be a
Hope in Adiyaman

«We distributed 12,000 ready-to-eat me-
als and 10,000 food packages.

+We met essential needs with 4,000 hy-
giene packages, 3,000 baby food packa-
ges, and 200,000 diapers.

«We provided 1,280 tons of fuel, 5,000
blankets, and 3,000 coats to help during
the cold weather.

*We delivered 42 trucks of water and
other additional aid to support the eart-
hquake victims.

Malatya’da Yaralari
Sarmaya Devam Ettik

» 10.000 adet hazir gida ve gida paketi dagttik.

» 2.500 hijyen paketi, 4.000 adet bebek mamasi, 80.000 adet
bebek bezi ile temel ihtiyaclari sagladik.

» 200 ton yakacak, 500 adet battaniye ve 1.500 adet mont
yardimiyla destek olduk.

» 90.000 adet yemek ikrami gerceklestirdik.

Hatay’da iftar Sofralan
Kurduk

« 15.000 adet hazir gida ve 48.000 kisilik
yemek ikramu gerceklestirdik.

« 6.000 gida paketi, 5.000 hijyen paketi
dagittik.

« 8.000 adet bebek mamasi, 200.000 adet
bebek bezi ile ailelere destek olduk.

« 100 ton yakacak, 1.500 adet soba, 3.500
adet battaniye ile 1sinma ihtiyaglarini
kargiladik.

» Ramazan boyunca 90.000 kisiye ek ye-
mek ikrami yaptik.

Setting Iftar Tables in
Hatay

»We distributed 15,000 ready-to-eat meals
and served 48,000 hot meals.

«We provided 6,000 food packages and
5,000 hygiene packages.

»We supported families with 8,000 baby
food packages and 200,000 diapers.

«We met heating needs with 100 tons of
fuel, 1,500 stoves, and 3,500 blankets.
«Throughout Ramadan, we served 90,000
additional hot meals.

Continuing to Heal Wounds in
Malatya

«We distributed 10,000 ready-to-eat meals and food packages.
«We met basic needs with 2,500 hygiene packages, 4,000 baby
food packages, and 80,000 diapers.

«We supported with 200 tons of fuel, 500 blankets, and 1,500
coats.

*We served 90,000 meals.
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Kahramanmaras’ta Ongoing Support in
Desteklerimiz Kahramanmaras
Surayor

» 12.000 adet hazir gida ve 20.000
kisilik yemek ikrami yaptik.

» 10.000 gida paketi, 2.000 hijyen
paketi dagittik.

2,000 adet bebek mamasi, 200.000
adet bebek bezi ile ailelerin yaninda
olduk.

* 42 tir su yardimi, 1.300 ton yakacak
ile temel ihtiyaglar1 karsiladik.

« 5.000 adet battaniye ve 1.900 adet
mont yardimi yaptik.

«We distributed 12,000 ready-to-eat
meals and served 20,000 hot meals.
«We provided 10,000 food packages
and 2,000 hygiene packages.

«We supported families with 2,000
baby food packages and 200,000
diapers.

*We met essential needs with 42 tru-
cks of water and 1,300 tons of fuel.
«We distributed 5,000 blankets and
1,900 coats.

Gaziantep ve Sanhurfa’da Our Aid in Gaziantep and Sanhurfa
Yardimlarimiz .

«In Gaziantep, we served meals to 16,000 people.

«In Sanliurfa, we distributed 2,000 ready-to-eat meals and

« Gaziantep’te 16.000 kisiye yemek ikraminda bulunduk.
served meals to 40,000 people.

« Sanlurfa’da 2.000 adet hazir gida dagitimi ve 40.000

kisiye yemek ikrami gerceklestirdik.
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Siz de Sofranizi Paylasabilirsiniz

2024 Ramazan ayinda da “Soframiz Care Olsun!” ¢agrisiyla, sofralarimizin sadece bize degil, diinyanin dort bir yanindaki
ihtiya¢ sahiplerine de ¢are olmasini hedefliyoruz. Siz de yapacaginiz bagislarla iyilik hareketimize katkida bulunabilir, dua-
larinda yer alabilirsiniz. Unutmayin, birlikte daha giigliiyiiz ve yardimlarinizla daha fazla insana ulasabiliriz.

"Biz sadece vesileyiz.”

You Can Share Your Table Too

In the Ramadan of 2024, with the call “Let Our Table Be a Source of Relief!”, we aim for our tables to not only serve us but
also provide relief to those in need around the world. You can contribute to our kindness movement with your donations
and be included in their prayers. Remember, we are stronger together, and with your support, we can reach even more
people in need.

“We are just means.”
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Su Kuyulariyla Vesile Olduklarimiz

2023 y1l1, Care Dernegi olarak su kuyular1 agma konusunda 6nemli ve etkili adimlar attigimiz bir y1l oldu.
Konya’da hazirlanip Afrika’ya gonderilen sondaj makinemizin sagladigi imkanlarla, su kuyularini daha
verimli ve etkin bir sekilde agmamiza olanak tanidi. Diinya genelinde suya erisim sorunu yasayan bolgelere
odaklanarak, insanlarin temel su ihtiyacini karsilamak ve yasam kalitelerini artirmak i¢in ¢esitli projeleri
hayata gecirdik.

What We Facilitated Through Water Wells

The year 2023 was a significant one for Care Association, as we took important and impactful steps in the
area of drilling water wells. Thanks to the drilling machine we prepared in Konya and sent to Africa, we
were able to open water wells more efficiently and effectively. Focusing on regions worldwide where access
to clean water is a major issue, we launched various projects to meet people’s basic water needs and improve
their quality of life.
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Osmanl Mirasiyla
“Bir Koye Hayat Projesi”

Sondaj makinemizin getirdigi yeni kapasiteyle, sadece
su kuyular1 agmakla kalmayip, ayn1 zamanda Osmanh
mimarisinden esinlenerek tasarladigimiz **”Bir Koye
Hayat Projesi”** ile kapsamli ve siirdiiriilebilir gelismele-
ri hedefledik. Bu projede, su kuyularinin yani sira bélge
halkinin egitim, saglik ve sosyal ihtiya¢larini da goz
ontinde bulundurarak, yasamin her alaninda iyilestirme
caligmalar1 yapryoruz.

Uganda’nin Osmanli yadigar1 **Yumbe** sehrinde,
projemizin ilkini gerceklestirdik. **”Mescid-i Aksa”**
adini verdigimiz cami ve yakinindaki sadirvani bolge
halkinin hizmetine sunduk. Bu sayede, suya erisimin
yani sira ibadet ve sosyal etkinlikler i¢in de bir merkez
olusturduk.

““A Life for a Village Project”
Inspired by Ottoman Heritage

With the increased capacity provided by our drilling ma-
chine, we not only drilled water wells but also launched
the “A Life for a Village Project”, inspired by Ottoman
architecture, aiming for comprehensive and sustainable
development. In this project, beyond just water wells, we
address the educational, healthcare, and social needs of
the local population, working to improve all aspects of
life.

‘We completed the first project in Yumbe, a city in Ugan-
da with Ottoman heritage. We opened a mosque called
“Masjid al-Aqsa” and a nearby fountain for the use of the
local community. This project not only provided access
to clean water but also established a center for worship
and social activities.
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2023 Su Kuyulari Faaliyetlerimiz
2023 Water Well Activities

Ramazan Ayinda 40 e 40 Water Wells During
Su Kuyusu : Ramadan

In Ramadan 2023, we aimed to open 14
new water wells. During this time, we
also completed the construction of 26
water wells that were planned in 2022,
bringing the total to 40 wells. These
yusunu hizmete agtik. Bu kuyularla, wells touched the lives of thousands of
suya erisimi olmayan bolgelerde people living in regions without access
yasayan binlerce insanin hayatina to clean water.

dokunduk.

2023 Ramazan ayinda, toplamda 14
yeni su kuyusu agmay1 hedefledik.
Bu siirecte, 2022 yilinda planla-
nan 26 su kuyusunun yapimini da
tamamlayarak toplamda 40 su ku-

Nijerya’da 13 Su Kuyusu

Nijeryanin Kano bolgesinde, 40 yetimin yasadig: yetim-
hanenin bahgesine bir su kuyusu actik. Bunun yani sira,
ihtiyac¢ sahibi koylerde 12 adet daha su kuyusu acarak
toplamda 13 su kuyusunu hizmete sunduk. Bu kuyularla,
yuizlerce insanin temiz suya erisimini saglayarak yasam-
larin iyilestirdik.

13 Water Wells in Nigeria

In the Kano region of Nigeria, we opened a well in the
yard of an orphanage housing 40 orphans. Additionally,
we opened 12 more wells in needy villages, bringing the
total to 13 wells. These wells provided hundreds of pe-
ople with access to clean water, significantly improving
their lives.

Cad’da 7 Su Kuyusu Acildi

Cad’da planladigimiz su kuyusu projelerini hayata ge¢ir-
dik ve 7 su kuyusunu agtik. Bu kuyular, bélge halkinin su
ihtiyacini kargilamaya yonelik 6nemli bir adim oldu ve
binlerce insanin hayatina dokundu.

7 Water Wells Opened in Chad

We implemented our water well projects in Chad and
opened 7 wells. These wells were an important step in
meeting the water needs of the local population and
touched the lives of thousands.
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Burkina Faso’da Temiz Suya
Erisim

2023 yilmin ilk ¢eyreginde Burkina Faso’da toplam 2 su
kuyusu agtik. Hizli bir sekilde tamamlanan bu kuyular,
boélgedeki suya erisim sorununu ¢ozerek halkin yasam
kalitesini artirdi.

s e -2 Access to Clean Water in

V- S Burkina Faso

In the first quarter of 2023, we opened a total of 2 wells
in Burkina Faso. These wells were quickly completed,
helping to solve the region’s water access issues and
improving the quality of life for the local people.

T o o " o

Gelecege Umut: Siirdiiriilebilir Su Kaynaklan

Care Dernegi olarak, su kuyusu projelerimizle diinyanin dort bir yanindaki ihtiya¢ sahibi insanlara hayati 6neme sahip
temiz suya erisim saglamay1 amagladik. Bu projeler, sadece temel bir ihtiyaci karsilamakla kalmayip, egitim, saglik ve genel
yasam standartlarinda da 6nemli iyilestirmeler sagladi. Su kuyularimiz, bolge halkina siirduiriilebilir bir kaynak sunarak
gelecek nesiller i¢in de umut vaat ediyor.

Hope for the Future: Sustainable Water Resources

As Care Association, through our water well projects, we aimed to provide access to clean water for people in need worldwi-
de. These projects not only addressed a basic need but also contributed to significant improvements in education, health,
and overall living standards. Our wells offer a sustainable source of water for local communities, providing hope for future
generations.
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2023 y1l1, 6ncesinde dogal afetler, ardindan Gaz-
ze’de yasanan soykirim ve insani krizlerle dolu
zorlu bir y1l oldu.

Care Dernegi olarak, acil yardim faaliyetlerimizle
ihtiya¢ sahibi insanlarin yaninda olmaya ve onlara
umut olmaya devam ettik. Bu yazimizda, 2023 y1ilin-
da gerceklestirdigimiz acil yardim ¢alismalarimizi
sizlerle paylasmak istiyoruz.

Bombalara Ragmen
Yardimlarimiz Devam Ediyor

Gazze’de yasanan saldirilara ragmen, Care Dernegi
olarak yardimlarimizi stirdiirmeye kararliyiz. Temsilcili-
gimizin yakinlarinda meydana gelen saldirilara ragmen,
bolgedeki kardeslerimizin yaninda olmaya devam ettik.

IV

A D
= A

Care Dernegi Tiirkiye’'nin en biiyiik
'A,-:] ve en giivenilir bagis kurumlar:
arasinda yer almaktadir.

The year 2023 was a challenging one, marked by
natural disasters and the genocide and humani-
tarian crises in Gaza.

Care Association continued to stand by those in
need through our emergency aid efforts, bringing
hope to those who needed it most. In this article,
we would like to share our emergency aid activities
for the year 2023 with you.

Our Aid Continues Despite
Bombings

Despite the ongoing attacks in Gaza, Care Association
remains committed to continuing our aid. Even in the
face of bombings near our office, we stood by our brot-
hers and sisters in the region, and we continue to do so.
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Gazze’ye Uzanan Yardim
Ellerimiz

Filistin’in Gazze Seridi, zaten uzun siiredir yasanan
insanlik dramiyla diinya glindeminde yer aliyor-
du. 7 Ekim 2023 tarihinde baslayip yil boyu devam
eden katliamlari tiim diinya yalnizca izledi. Bizler
Care Dernegi olarak, Gazze’deki kardeslerimize
destek olmak amaciyla gesitli yardim faaliyetleri
gerceklestirdik.

Our Helping Hands Reaching
Gaza

The Gaza Strip in Palestine has long been in the global
spotlight due to the ongoing humanitarian tragedy. The
world watched in silence as the massacres that began
on October 7, 2023, continued throughout the year. As
Care Association, we carried out various relief efforts to
support our brothers and sisters in Gaza.

Mersin’den Gazze’ye Umut
Yolculugu

Kiitahya Tavsanli’dan yola ¢ikan yardim
malzemelerimiz, Mersin Limani’ndan Gaz-
ze’ye ulastirilmak tizere gemiye yiiklendi.
Gida maddeleri, hijyen paketleri ve temizlik
malzemeleri iceren bu yardimlar, Gazze’deki
insanlarin zorlu yasam kosullarinda bir nebze
olsun rahatlamalarini amacgladu.

The Journey of Hope from
Mersin to Gaza

The aid supplies we gathered in Tavsanls, Kii-
tahya were shipped from Mersin Port to Gaza.
These supplies, which included food items,
hygiene packages, and cleaning materials,
aimed to provide some relief to the people of
Gaza struggling under difficult living condi-
tions.

Gazze’de Sicak Yemek ve
Gida Dagitimlan

Gazze'de yaganan insanlik dig1 saldirilar nede-
niyle bolge halkinin temel ihtiyaglarim karsila-
mak i¢in seferber olduk. Resmi temsilciligimizin
bulundugu Sicaiye Mahallesinde sicak yemek
dagitimlar gergeklestirerek, kardeslerimize
destek olduk. Katil Israil’in saldirilar1 altinda
yasam miicadelesi veren Gazze halkina, engelle-
ri asarak ulastirdigimiz yardimlar sayesinde bir
nebze de olsa umut olduk.

Hot Meals and Food
Distributions in Gaza

In response to the inhumane attacks in Gaza, we
mobilized to meet the basic needs of the local
population. We provided hot meals in Shuja’iyya
neighborhood, where our official representation
is located, offering support to our brothers and
sisters. Despite the oppressive attacks from Isra-
el, we were able to deliver our aid to the people
fighting for survival, bringing them a glimmer of
hope.

Vesileyiz / Means 2023 33



care.org.tr | VESILE OLDUKLARIMIZ - ACIL YARDIM / WHAT WE HAVE CAUSED - EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE

Deprem Boélgesindeki
Yardimlarimiz

6 Subat 2023 tarihinde Kahramanmaras merkezli mey-
dana gelen ve 11 ilimizi etkileyen depremler, lilkemizi
derinden sarsti. Care Dernegi olarak, depremin ilk anin-
dan itibaren bolgede aktif olarak caligmalar yiirtittiik.

Our Relief Efforts in the Earthquake
Zone

The earthquakes that struck on February 6, 2023,
centered in Kahramanmaras and affecting 11 provinces,
deeply shook our country. As Care Association, we have
been actively involved in relief efforts from the very first
moment of the disaster.

Depremin ilk Giiniinden Bu Yana
Yaninizdayiz

Depremin hemen ardindan, gontilliilerimiz ve ekiple-
rimizle sahaya indik. Enkaz basinda umutla bekleyen
vatandaslarimizin yaninda olduk, onlara hazir gida
dagitimlar: yaptik. Soguktan korunmalari i¢in kis kosul-
larma uygun olarak, bolgeye 1sitic1 ve yakacak yardimi
yaptik. 5.200 soba ve 87 ton yakacak (odun ve komiir)
dagitarak soguk havalara kars1 koruma sagladik. Bunun
yani sira, 38.100 kislik giysi yardimi yaparak depremze-
delerin soguktan korunmalarina destek olduk. 158 kisilik
ekibimiz ve binlerce goniilliimiizle afet bolgelerinde
yardimlarimiz stirdiirdiik.

Sicak Yemek ikramlari ve Gida
Yardimlari

Deprem bolgesinde kurdugumuz sicak yemek noktala-
riyla, Malatya, Hatay, Adiyaman ve Kahramanmaras’ta
depremzedelere her giin sicak yemek ikraminda bu-
lunduk. Simdiye kadar toplamda 1.395.000 sicak yemek
dagitarak, bolgedeki depremzedelerin giinliik beslenme
ihtiyaclarini karsiladik. Ayrica, 51.400 hazir gida paketi
dagitimi ve 51.400 aileye kumanya destegi yaparak, yiye-
cek temini konusunda destek sagladik, bu yardimlarla
birlikte bir¢ok aileye temel gida ihtiyaglar: ulastirdik.

We’ve Been by Your Side Since the
First Day of the Earthquake

Immediately after the earthquake, we were on the
ground with our volunteers and teams. We stood with
citizens waiting hopefully near the debris and provided
ready-to-eat meals. To help protect them from the cold,
we supplied heaters and fuel. We distributed 5,200 sto-
ves and 87 tons of fuel (wood and coal) to protect against
the cold weather. In addition, we provided 38,100 winter
clothing items to help earthquake survivors stay warm.
Our team of 158 members and thousands of volunteers
continued relief efforts in the disaster zones.

Hot Meal Offerings and Food Aid

At the hot meal stations we set up in the earthquake
zone, we served hot meals daily to the earthquake sur-
vivors in Malatya, Hatay, Adiyaman, and Kahramanma-
ras. To date, we have distributed a total of 1,395,000 hot
meals, helping meet the daily nutritional needs of the
survivors. We also distributed 51,400 ready-to-eat food
packages and provided food assistance to 51,400 fami-
lies, ensuring that many families received their basic
food supplies.
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Care Konteyner Evleri ile Barinma
imkani

Depremzedelerin barinma ihtiyacini karsilamak ama-
ciyla “Care Konteyner Evleri” projesini hayata ge¢irdik.
Toplamda 66 konteyner ev insa ederek depremzedelere
giivenli ve hijyenik bir yasam alan1 sagladik. {lk etabi
Kahramanmarag'in Dulkadiroglu il¢esinde tamamlaya-
rak ailelerin kullanimina sunduk. Ardindan Malatya’da
gerceklestirdigimiz ikinci etapla da bolgedeki ihtiyag
sahiplerine umut olduk. Bu konteyner evler, bir ebeveyn
odast, bir yasam odas, lavabo ve mutfak ile donatilmig
olup, ailelerin giinliik ihtiya¢larini rahat ve saglikli bir
sekilde karsilamalarini miimkiin kiliyor.

Care Container Homes Provide
Shelter

To address the shelter needs of earthquake survivors, we
launched the “Care Container Homes” project. We built
a total of 66 container homes, providing earthquake
survivors with safe and hygienic living spaces. The first
phase was completed in Dulkadiroglu, Kahramanmaras,
and made available for families. We brought hope to
those in need with the second phase in Malatya. These
container homes include a parent room, a living room, a
bathroom, and a kitchen, enabling families to meet their
daily needs in a comfortable and healthy environment.

Depremzede Cocuklara Destek

Depremin en ¢ok etkiledigi kesimlerden biri
olan ¢ocuklar i¢in 6zel etkinlikler diizenledik:
« “Sen Hep Giil Cocuk” sa¢ bakim etkinligiy-
le 200 depremzede ¢ocugun yiiziini giilldiir-
diik. Goniilli kuaférlerin katilimiyla ¢ocukla-
rin sa¢ bakimlarin gerceklestirdik ve onlara
hediyeler dagittik.

« Psikososyal destek ekibimiz, Malatya Fuar
Alanrnda ¢ocuklara yonelik etkinlikler dii-
zenleyerek onlarin yasadig travmay1 hafiflet-
meye ¢aligti. Saha oyunlari, kamp faaliyetleri,
pamuk seker, balon oyunlari ve patlamis
musir gibi siirprizlerle ¢ocuklarin yiizlerinde
tebessiim olusturduk.

 Cocuklara ayakkab1 dagitimi yaparak,
konteyner evlerde yasayan ¢ocuklarin ihtiyac-
larimi karsiladik.

Support for Earthquake-Affec-
ted Children

Children, one of the groups most affected
by the earthquake, were supported through
special events:

«Through the “Keep Smiling, Child” hair
care event, we brought smiles to the faces of
200 earthquake-affected children. Volunteer
hairdressers provided haircuts, and we distri-
buted gifts to the children.

«Our psychosocial support team organized
activities for children at Malatya Fairground
to help ease their trauma. We brought joy

to the children with outdoor games, camp
activities, cotton candy, balloon games, and
popcorn surprises.

«We distributed shoes to children, meeting
the needs of children living in the container
homes.karsiladik.
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Diger Yardim Faaliyetlerimiz

Deprem bolgesindeki acil ihtiyaglar karsilamak i¢in
19.500 battaniye, 17.000 bebek bezi ve 13.500 bebek ma-
mast gibi temel malzemeleri dagittik. Ayrica, 13 mobil
as evi ile sicak yemek hazirlama kapasitemizi artirarak
daha fazla kisiye ulagsmay1 basardik. Kahramanmaras’ta
zekat dagitimlari ile depremzede ailelere maddi destek
sagladik ve bir ilkokulu lojistik merkezine doniistiire-
rek, bagisci ve goniillillerimizin yardimlarini ihtiyag
sahiplerine ulastirdik. Bunun yani sira, arama kurtarma
calismalarina katilarak 5 kisinin enkaz altindan kurtaril-
masina katkida bulunduk.

Other Relief Efforts

To meet the urgent needs in the earthquake zone, we
distributed 19,500 blankets, 17,000 diapers, and 13,500
baby food packages. We also increased our hot meal
preparation capacity by adding 13 mobile kitchens,
reaching more people with our hot meals. In Kahra-
manmaras, we provided financial support to earthqua-
ke-affected families through zakat distributions, and we
transformed a primary school into a logistics center to
distribute donations and aid to those in need. We also
contributed to search and rescue operations, helping to
rescue 5 people from the rubble.

Libya’ya Acil Yardim Gemisi
Gonderdik

Libya’da yagsanan Daniel Kasirgasi ve ardindan gelen sel

felaketi, binlerce insanin hayatini etkiledi. Care Dernegi

olarak, izmir Alsancak Limanrndan acil yardim gemimi-
zi Libya’ya gonderdik. Felaketin hemen ardindan, 6 palet
gida paketi ve 12 palet icme suyu ile Libya’ya acil yardim

malzemeleri ulastirdik.

We Sent an Emergency Aid Ship to
Libya

The Daniel Hurricane and subsequent floods in Libya
affected thousands of lives. As Care Association, we sent
an emergency aid ship to Libya from Izmir Alsancak
Port. Following the disaster, we delivered 6 pallets of
food packages and 12 pallets of drinking water to Libya
as emergency aid.
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Kutahya Tavsanl’da 120 Aileye
Yardim Ulastirdik

Kahramanmaras depreminden etkilenip Kiitahya'nin
Tavsanli ilgesine go¢ eden 120 ihtiyag sahibi aileye gida
paketleri ulagtirdik. Yardimlarimizi, mahalle muhtarla-
rinin katkilariyla Hanimgesme, Ada, Yeni, Ulucami ve
Durak mahallelerinde yasayan ailelere ileterek, onlarin
temel ihtiyaglarini karsilamada destek olduk.

Aid to 120 Famiilies in Tavsanl,
Kiuitahya

We provided food packages to 120 families in need who
migrated to Tavsanly, Kiitahya after the Kahramanmaras
earthquake. With the support of local neighborhood
heads, we delivered aid to families in Hanim¢esme, Ada,
Yeni, Ulucami, and Durak neighborhoods, helping to
meet their basic needs.

Orman Yangininda ilk Miidahale

Tavsanlrnin Balikdy Beldesi'nde meydana gelen orman
yangminda, Care Dernegi olarak sahada aktif rol aldik.
Yangin sondiirme ekiplerine ayran, soguk su ve hazir
gida destegi saglayarak calismalarina katkida bulunduk.
Ayni zamanda, ekiplerin motivasyonunu artirmak ve
ihtiyaclarini hizlica karsilamak i¢in siirekli lojistik destek
sagladik. Yanginin kontrol altina alinmasina kadar saha-
daki varligimizi stirdtirdiik.

Immediate Response to the Forest
Fire

In response to the forest fire that broke out in Balikdy,
Tavsanli, Care Association actively participated in the field.
We supported firefighting teams by providing them with
buttermilk, cold water, and ready-to-eat meals. We also
continuously provided logistical support to keep the teams
motivated and to meet their needs quickly. Our presence in
the field continued until the fire was brought under control.

Siz de Vesile Olabilirsiniz

2023 yilinda gerceklestirdigimiz acil yardim faaliyetle-
rimizle binlerce insana umut olduk. Bu ¢alismalarimiz,
siz degerli bagiscilarimizin destekleriyle miimkiin oldu.
Siz de bagislarinizla acil yardim faaliyetlerimize katkida
bulunabilir, ihtiya¢ sahibi insanlara vesile olabilirsiniz.

“Biz sadece vesileyiz.”

You Can Be a Means Too

With the emergency aid activities we carried out in 2023,
we brought hope to thousands of people. These efforts
were made possible by the support of our valued donors.
You too can contribute to our emergency aid efforts with
your donations and be a means of help to those in need.

“We are merely the means.”
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Egitim, bir toplumun gelecegi i¢in kritik bir yapi ta-
sin1 olusturur. Care Dernegi olarak, cocuklarimizin
egitimine destek olmay1 ilke edindik ve bu dogrul-
tuda bir¢ok projeyi hayata gecirdik. Bu yazimizda
2023 y1linda yetimhanelerimiz disinda gerceklestir-
digimiz bazi egitim projelerini sizler i¢in derledik.
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Education forms a critical foundation for the future
of a society. Care Association have made it our
principle to support the education of our children,
and in line with this, we have launched numerous
projects. In this article, we have compiled some

of the educational projects we carried out in 2023,
aside from our orphanage initiatives.

Tavsanli’da Egitim Destekleri

2023-2024 egitim doneminin baslangicinda, Kiitah-
ya’nin Tavsanli il¢esinde 120 6grencinin egitim mas-
raflarin1 destekleyerek, onlara umut olduk. Care
Dernegi Tavsanli Temsilciligi, bu kapsamda okul
midiirleriyle is birligi yaparak, egitimin 6niindeki
engelleri asma hedefiyle sahaya indi. Ogrencileri-
mizin gozlerindeki mutluluk, bizlere bu yolda iler-
lememiz i¢in biiyiik bir motivasyon kaynagi oldu.

Educational Support in Tavsanh

At the start of the 2023-2024 academic year, we
brought hope to 120 students by supporting their
educational expenses in the Tavsanl district of
Kiitahya. Care Association’s Tavsanli Office colla-
borated with school principals to help overcome
barriers to education. The happiness in our stu-
dents’ eyes gave us great motivation to continue on
this path.
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Sanhurfa’da Kis Yardimlarni Winter Aid in Sanhurfa

Sanlurfa’da bulunan bes kdy okulunda egitim We provided boots, coats, and socks to 180 students
alan 180 6grenciye bot, mont ve ¢orap hediye ettik. attending five village schools in Sanlurfa. These
Bu hediyeler, ¢cocuklarin kis aylarini daha sicak gifts not only helped the children stay warm and
ve konforlu gecirmelerini saglarken, egitimlerine comfortable during the winter months but also
odaklanmalarina da yardimei olacaktir. Kisin zorlu enabled them to focus better on their education.
kosullarinda, 6grencilerin saglikl bir sekilde egitim We are committed to doing our part to ensure that
alabilmeleri i¢in {izerimize diiseni yapiyoruz. students can continue their education in good he-

alth despite the harsh winter conditions.

Gelecegimize Yatirhbm
Egitim alanindaki faaliyetlerimiz, cocuklarimizin gelecegini sekillendirmek adina son derece degerlidir. Care

Dernegi olarak, toplumun gelecegine olan katkilarimizla, ¢cocuklarimizin hayallerine ulasmalarinda bir vesile
olmay1 hedefliyoruz.

Investing in Our Future

Our efforts in the field of education are highly valuable as they shape the future of our children. As Care Associ-
ation, we aim to be a means for children to achieve their dreams through our contributions to society’s future.
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Destek Olun, Gelecege Umut Tasiyin

Siz degerli bagis¢ilarimizin katkilariyla daha fazla ¢cocuga umut olmayi, onlarin egitim yolculuklarinda 6nemli
bir adim atmalarina vesile olmay1 arzuluyoruz. Bu anlamli degisimin bir par¢as: olmak i¢in web sitemizdeki
“Bagis” boliimiinden destek olabilirsiniz. Kiigiik katkilariniz, biiyiik degisimlere kap1 aralayacaktir.

”Biz sadece vesileyiz.”

Support Us and Bring Hope to the Future

With the contributions of our valued donors, we aim to bring hope to more children and help them take impor-
tant steps in their educational journeys. To be a part of this meaningful change, you can support us through the
“Donate” section on our website. Your small contributions can open the door to significant changes.

“We are merely the means.”

TTORKIYE
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Insani yardimlar, insanlarin temel ihtiyaglarini kar-
silamak ve yasam standartlarini yiikseltmek adina
kritik bir rol oynar. Care Dernegi olarak, tilkemizin
ve diinyanin dort bir yaninda ihtiyag sahiplerine
ulasarak onlara umut ve destek saglamak amaciyla
calismalarimiza hiz kesmeden devam ediyoruz.
Iste 2023 yilindaki insani yardim faaliyetlerimizden
bazilarini sizler i¢in bir araya getirdik.

Elazig’da Gida ve Hij-
yen Paketi Yardimlan

Elazig’in Aksaray Mahallesi'nde
gerceklestirdigimiz sosyal incele-
meler neticesinde belirledigimiz
24 aileye gida ve hijyen paketleri
dagittik. Bu yardimlar, sadece
maddi destek saglamakla kalma-
y1p, ailelere moral ve umut da
vermektedir.
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Humanitarian aid plays a critical role in meeting
people’s basic needs and improving their living
standards. As Care Association, we continue our
efforts to reach those in need across our country
and around the world, providing them with hope
and support. Here are some of the humanitarian
aid activities we carried out in 2023.

Fars

Ea.-g. Derneg

Food and Hygiene
Package Aid in Elazig

Following our social assessments
in the Aksaray neighborhood of
Elaz1g, we distributed food and hy-
giene packages to 24 families. The-
se aids not only provide material
support but also give the families a
sense of morale and hope.
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Anadolu’nun Her Koésesinde
Yardimlarimiz

Care Dernegi, yalnizca gida ve hijyen malzemele-
riyle sinirli kalmay1p, ayni zamanda Anadolunun
koylerinde ¢cocuklara kis yardimlar: yapmaktadir.
Ayakkabi, bot ve mont gibi yardimlarla destek sag-
larken, egitimlerine yardimec1 olmak igin kirtasiye
malzemeleri de temin ediyoruz.

Azez’e Ulasan
Yardimlar

Suriye’deki miilteci kamplarima ulas-
mak tizere hazirlanan 3 tir, un, sivi el
sabunu, ¢ikolata ve kdmdir gibi malze-
melerle donatilmigtir. Bu yardimlar,
Azez’deki kamplarda yasam miicade-
lesi veren aileler i¢in hayati bir destek
sunmaktadir.

Kis Aylarinda Surekli
Destek

Kahramanmaras’ta baslattigimiz yeni yardim
faaliyeti ile depremzedelere 150 aileye sicaklik
ve destek saglamay1 hedefliyoruz. Kis ayla-
rinin zorluklarini hafifletmek icin 25 tonluk
yakacak paketleri hazirlayarak, bolge halkinin
yaralarini sarmaya ¢alistyoruz.

Aid Across Anatolia

Care Association doesn't limit itself to food and
hygiene items; we also deliver winter aid to child-
ren in Anatolia’s villages. In addition to providing
shoes, boots, and coats, we also supply stationery
materials to support their education.

Aid Reaching Azez

Three trucks filled with flour, liquid
hand soap, chocolate, and coal were
prepared to be sent to refugee camps

in Syria. These supplies provide vital
support to families struggling to survive
in the camps in Azez.

Continuous Support Du-
ring Winter

Through a new aid initiative in Kahramanma-
ras, we aim to provide warmth and support

to 150 earthquake-affected families. We are
preparing 25 tons of fuel packages to help
ease the challenges of winter and to assist in
healing the wounds of the local community.
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Saglikla Vesile Olduklarimiz

Saglik, insan hayatinin en temel ihtiyaci ve en biiyiik nimetidir. Ancak diinya genelinde milyonlarca insan, bu
hayati nimete erisimde zorluklar yasamaktadir. Care Dernegi olarak, 2023 yilinda diizenledigimiz saglik kampla-
rimizla, Tiirkiye’den uzak cografyalarda bulunan mazlum kardeslerimizin hayatlarina dokunmaya devam ettik.
Bu yazimizda gerceklestirdigimiz 6nemli faaliyetleri ve elde ettigimiz basarilari sizlerle paylasmaktan mutluluk
duyuyoruz.

Health Initiatives We Facilitated

Health is the most fundamental need and greatest blessing in human life. However, millions of people worldwi-
de face difficulties accessing this vital necessity. As Care Association, in 2023, we continued to touch the lives of
our oppressed brothers and sisters in distant regions through our health camps. We are pleased to share with
you the important activities we have carried out and the successes we have achieved.

Iyilige, hayra, ilme ve giizellige We are the means for goodness,
8 vesileyiz. E] knowledge and beauty.
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Saghk Kamplarimizla
Umut Tasiyoruz

2023 y1l1, Care Dernegi icin saglik alaninda yiirtit-
tiglimiiz ¢calismalarin en yogun ve etkili oldugu
yillardan biri oldu. Diinya genelinde farkli b&l-
gelerde kurdugumuz saglik kamplariyla, ihtiyag
sahibi bireylere ulasarak onlarin yasam kalitesini
artirmay1 hedefledik. Bu kapsamda gerceklestirdi-
gimiz baslica faaliyetler sunlardir:

Katarakt Ameliyatlarniyla
360 Kisiye Gérme Umudu

Katarakt, diinya genelinde milyonlarca insanin
gorme yetisini kaybetmesine neden olan yaygin bir
saglik sorunudur. Ozellikle Afrika gibi cografi ve
ekonomik zorluklar yasayan bolgelerde, katarakt
tedavisine erisim olduk¢a sinirlidir. 2023 yilinda,
diizenledigimiz saglik kamplarinda 360 katarakt
ameliyati gerceklestirerek, binlerce kisinin yeniden
gorebilmesine vesile olduk. Katarakt ameliyatlar:
sayesinde, hastalarimizin yasam kalitesini yiikselte-
rek onlara bagimsizlik kazandirdik.

Carrying Hope Through
Our Health Camps

The year 2023 was one of the busiest and most
impactful years for our health-related efforts. Th-
rough health camps established in various regions
around the world, we aimed to reach individuals
in need and improve their quality of life. Here are
some of the main activities we carried out:

Restoring Sight to 360
People with Cataract
Surgeries

Cataracts are a common health issue causing vision
loss for millions globally, especially in regions like
Africa where geographical and economic challen-
ges limit access to treatment. In 2023, through our
health camps, we conducted 360 cataract surgeries,
enabling thousands of individuals to regain their
sight. These surgeries not only improved patients’
quality of life but also restored their independence.
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Genel Saghk Taramalanyla
Erken Teshis

Bircok bilgede temel saglik hizmetlerine erisim
sinirli oldugundan, hastaliklarin erken teshis
edilmesi ve tedavi edilmesi zorlasmaktadir. Saglik
kamplarimizda yaptigimiz genel saglik taramalar:
ile hastaliklar1 erken asamada tespit ederek, gerekli
tedavi stire¢lerine yonlendirme firsat1 sunduk. Bu
sayede, hastaliklarin ilerlemesini 6nleyerek toplum
sagliginin korunmasina katkida bulunduk.

Cocuk Cerrahisi ile Gelecege
Saglam Adimlar

Cocuklarda dogumsal veya sonradan gelisen has-
taliklar, cerrahi miidahaleler gerektirdiginde ciddi
saglik sorunlarina yol agabilir. 2023 yilinda, ¢ocuk
cerrahisi alaninda gerceklestirdigimiz operasyon-
larla 200’den fazla ¢cocugun sagligina kavusma-
sina yardimei olduk. Uzman doktorlarimizin titiz
calismalari sayesinde, ¢cocuklarimizin gelecekte
daha saglikli ve mutlu bireyler olarak yetismelerini
sagladik.

Early Diagnosis Through General
Health Screenings

In many regions, access to basic health services is
limited, making it difficult to diagnose and treat
illnesses early. Through general health screenings
in our camps, we identified illnesses in their early
stages and provided guidance for necessary treat-
ment processes. This contributed to preventing the
progression of diseases and protecting community
health.

Pediatric Surgeries for a Healthy
Future

Diseases, whether congenital or developed later in
childhood, can lead to serious health problems if
surgical intervention is required. In 2023, through
pediatric surgeries, we helped over 200 children
regain their health. Thanks to the meticulous work
of our specialist doctors, we ensured that these
children could grow up to be healthy and happy
individuals.

o
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Yetersiz Beslenme ve
Malnutrisyonla Miicadele

Yetersiz beslenme, 6zellikle kiiciik cocuklarda
gelisim geriligine ve ciddi saglik sorunlarina neden
olmaktadir. Saglik kamplarimizda uyguladigimiz
malnutrisyon tedavileri ile ihtiya¢ sahibi ¢cocuklarin
beslenme ihtiyaglarini karsilayarak, onlarin saglikli
bir sekilde biiyltimelerine destek olduk. Ayrica, be-
bek ve cocuk mamasi yardimlari ile kiigiik yaslar-
daki ¢ocuklarin dogru beslenmelerini saglayarak,
gelecek nesillerin saglikli yetismesini hedefledik.

Fighting Malnutrition and
Underfeeding

Malnutrition, particularly in young children, leads
to developmental delays and serious health issues.
Through malnutrition treatments at our health
camps, we addressed the nutritional needs of
children in need, supporting their healthy growth.
Additionally, by distributing baby and child food,
we ensured proper nutrition for young children,
aiming for healthier future generations.

ila¢ Paketi Yardimlaniyla
Tedaviye Erisim

Bircok hastalik, basit ila¢ tedavileriyle kontrol
altina alinabilecekken, ilaclara erisim eksikligi
nedeniyle bu hastaliklar ilerlemekte ve kronik-
lesmektedir. Saglik kamplarimizda dagittigimiz

ilag paketleri ile ihtiyag sahibi bireylerin tedavi
stireclerini destekleyerek, onlarin saglik sorunlarmi
hafifletmeye yardimci olduk. Bu yardimlar, hasta-
larimizin yasam kalitesini artirmak ve sagliklarini
korumak adina biiyiik dnem tasimaktadir.

Medicine Distribution for Access
to Treatment

Many diseases can be managed with simple medi-
cations, but a lack of access to these medications
can cause conditions to worsen and become chro-
nic. Through the medicine packages distributed

in our health camps, we supported the treatment
processes of individuals in need, helping to allevi-
ate their health problems. These efforts were vital
in improving patients’ quality of life and preserving
their health.
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Yetersiz EkKipman ve Personel

Sorununa €Co6zuim

Yumbe’deki saglik kampimiz sirasinda, bélge has-
tanesinin yetersiz ekipman ve personel eksikligi ol-
dugu tespit edildi. TIKAnin destegiyle diizenlenen
bu kampta, Tiirkiye’den temin edilen ilag, ekipman
ve sarf malzemeleri ile goniillii doktorlarimizin
ozverili calismalar sayesinde, binlerce hastanin
ihtiyaci olan yardimi ulastirdik. Calismalarimiz,
hastalarin hayatlarini kurtarmakla kalmadi, ayni
zamanda onlarin tekrar saglikli bir yasama kavus-
malarini sagladi.

Destek Olun, Saghkta Birlikte
Giicliiyuz

Bu anlamli calismalara katkida bulunmak isteyen
tim bagisc1 ve goniilliilerimize tesekkiir ederiz.
Saglik kamplarimizin devam edebilmesi ve daha
fazla insana ulasabilmesi i¢in desteginize her
zamankinden daha fazla ihtiyacimiz var. Siz de
bagislarinizla, ihtiya¢ sahibi insanlarin sagliklarina
kavusmalarina vesile olabilir, onlarin yasamlarina
umut tagtyabilirsiniz.

”"Biz sadece vesileyiz.”

Addressing Equipment and
Personnel Shortages

During our health camp in Yumbe, we identified a
lack of sufficient equipment and staff at the regio-
nal hospital. With the support of TIKA, we supp-
lied medications, equipment, and materials from
Turkey, and through the dedicated work of our
volunteer doctors, we provided the necessary care
to thousands of patients. Our efforts not only saved
lives but also helped patients regain a healthy life.

Support Us, Together We Are
Strong in Health

We thank all our donors and volunteers who have
contributed to these meaningful efforts. To conti-
nue our health camps and reach even more people,
we need your support now more than ever. With
your donations, you can help people in need regain
their health and bring hope to their lives.

“We are merely the means.”
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EDiYORUZ

Care Doktorlar olarak durmaksizin calisiyoruz.
Yoksulluk ve sagdlik sorunlariyla micadelede
yeni bir sayfa aclyoruz.

@ £ ¢ 5 =

KATARAKT SAGLIK  YETERSIZ HiJYEN iLAC
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Yikilan Yerlerde Umudu insa
Etmek: Recep Bilge ile Soylesi

RECEP BILGE

Care Dernegi Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi

Edit6r: Recep Bey, 2023’te yasadigimiz asrin felaketi olan Kahramanmaras depremleri son-
rasinda Care Dernegi olarak sahada yiiriittiigiiniiz ¢alismalardan bahseder misiniz? Bu sii-
recte sizi en ¢cok motive eden sey neydi?

Recep Bilge: Tabii ki. 6 Subat 2023’te meydana gelen ve hepimizi derinden sarsan o biiyiik dep-
rem sonrasinda, agik¢asi ne yapabiliriz diye diistinmeye bile vakit bulamadan hemen harekete
gectik. ”Asrin felaketi” olarak adlandirilan bu deprem, bizlere ne kadar kirilgan oldugumuzu
hatirlatti. Care Dernegi olarak ilk giinden itibaren sahadaydik. Goniilliilerimizle birlikte enkaz
baslarinda umutla bekleyen insanlarimizin yanina kostuk, onlara sicak bir ¢orba, bir battaniye
ulagtirmaya c¢aligtik. Bizi en ¢ok motive eden sey, o insanlarin gozlerindeki umut 15181ydi. Ne
kadar zor durumda olsalar da, bir tebessiimle "Tyi ki varsiniz!” demeleri bize gii veriyordu.

Edit6r: Depremin hemen ardindan sahaya inip enkaz altinda kalan vatandaslarla bulus-
mak nasil bir duyguydu? Bu anlarda goniilliilerinizle nasil bir dayanigsma i¢indeydiniz?

Recep Bilge: O anlar1 kelimelerle ifade etmek gergekten zor. Enkaz altinda yakinlarini bekle-
yen insanlarin ¢aresizligi, endisesi... Biz de ayn1 duygular1 paylastik onlarla. Ama bir yandan
da elimizden gelenin en iyisini yapma istegiyle doluyduk. Goniilliilerimizle birlikte adeta bir
aile gibiydik. Herkes birbirine destek oluyor, ihtiya¢ duyulan her yerde bulunmaya ¢alistyordu.
Birlikte cay demledik, birlikte agladik, birlikte umut ettik. O dayanisma duygusu, bizi ayakta
tutan en 6nemli seydi.

Editor: “Care Konteyner Evleri” projeniz-
le depremzedelere barinma imkani sag-
ladimiz. Ailelerin yasamlar1 bu projeyle
nasil degisti? Bu siireci hayata ge¢irirken
hangi zorluklarla karsilagtiniz?

Recep Bilge: Deprem sonrasi insanlar sade-
ce evlerini degil, ayn1 zamanda giiven duy-
gularimi da kaybettiler. Biz de diistindiik ki
onlara en azindan baglarini sokabilecekleri
glivenli bir yer saglayabilirsek biraz olsun
rahatlarlar. “Care Konteyner Evleri” boy-
le dogdu. Ailelerin o evlere yerlestikten
sonraki mutlulugunu goérmek tarifsizdi.
Cocuklar tekrar oyun oynamaya basladi,
aileler bir nebze olsun huzur buldu. Tabii
ki siire¢ kolay olmadi. Malzeme temini,
lojistik sorunlar, hava kosullar1... Ama her
zorlugu birlikte astik. Insanlarin yiiziinde-
ki o tebesslim, tiim yorgunlugumuzu aldi
gotiirdi.

Editor: Depremzede ¢ocuklar i¢in dii-
zenlediginiz etkinlikler onlarin yasadig1
travmay1 hafifletmede nasil bir rol oyna-
d1? Onlarla vakit gecirmek size neler his-
settirdi?

Recep Bilge: Cocuklar... Onlarin o masumi-
yeti, enerjisi bizi her zaman etkiledi. Dep-
rem sonrasl en ¢ok etkilenenler onlar oldu
aslinda. Evlerini, arkadaglarini, okullarini
kaybettiler. Biz de dedik ki, onlara biraz ol-
sun normal hayat1 hatirlatalim. “Sen Hep
Giil Cocuk” etkinligiyle sa¢ bakimlarimi
yaptik, onlara hediyeler verdik. Pamuk ge-
kerler, balonlar... Gozlerindeki 1silt1 geri
geldiginde, iste o an gercekten bir seyleri
basardigimizi hissetmistik. Onlarla vakit
gecirmek, bizim icin de bir terapi gibiydi
aslinda. Onlarin nesesi bize de ayakta tu-
tuyordu.

Editor: Sicak yemek noktalar1 ve gida
yardimlariyla bolgedeki insanlarin giin-
lilk yasamlarini nasil kolaylastirdiniz?
Bu yardimlar aileler iizerinde nasil bir
etki birakti?

Recep Bilge: Diigtiniin ki bir anda her se-
yinizi kaybetmigsiniz ve ne yapacaginizi
bilmiyorsunuz. Bu durumda en temel ihti-
yaglar bile biiyiik bir sorun haline geliyor.
Biz de sicak bir yemegin, bir tas ¢orbanin
ne kadar degerli oldugunu bildigimiz i¢in
hemen yemek noktalar1 kurduk. Her giin
binlerce kigiye sicak yemek dagittik. Aile-
ler bize gelip "Bugiin ¢ocuklarimin karni
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doydu, Allah raz1 olsun” dediklerinde, iste
0 an yaptigimiz isin ne kadar 6nemli oldu-
gunu bir kez daha anladik. Bu yardimlar,
onlarin giinliik yagsamlarini stirdiirebilme-
leri i¢in bir nefes oldu adeta.

Edit6r: Goniilliilerinizin ve ekibinizin
bu siirecteki Ozverili ¢aligmalar1 hak-
kinda neler sdylemek istersiniz? Onlarin
destegi olmadan bu kadar basarili olabi-
lir miydiniz?

Recep Bilge: Kesinlikle hayir. Goniillii-
lerimiz bu isin kalbi, can damariydi. Her
biri biiytk bir fedakarlik ve 6zveriyle ¢a-
listr. Kimi uykusuz kalds, kimi kendi isini
glictinii birakti, ailesinden uzakta giinler
gecirdi. Ama higbiri sikdyet etmedi, "Daha
ne yapabiliriz?” diye sordular siirekli. On-
larin bu azmi ve enerjisi olmasaydi, bu
kadar genis ¢apli bir yardim organizasyo-
nunu gerceklestiremezdik. Hepsine min-
nettarim, gergekten biiyiik bir aileyiz.

Editor: Gelecekte Care Dernegi olarak
deprem ve benzeri afetlerle miicadelede
neler yapmayi planliyorsunuz? Toplum
olarak bu tiir felaketlere kars1 daha di-
rengli hale gelmek i¢in hangi adimlar
atmay1 diigiiniiyorsunuz?

Recep Bilge: Maalesef ki tilkemiz deprem
kusaginda yer aliyor ve bu tiir felaketlerle
her an karsilasabiliriz. Bu yiizden hazirliklt
olmak ¢ok 6nemli. Gelecekte Care Dernegi
olarak deprem ve benzeri afetlerle miicade-
lede daha etkin ve organize bir yapiya sahip
olmay1 hedefliyoruz. Bu dogrultuda, CAK
(Care Arama Kurtarma) adini verdigimiz
yeni bir hareket baslattik. Bu grup, arama
ve kurtarma operasyonlarinda hizli ve et-
kili miidahalelerde bulunabilmek i¢in 6zel
olarak kuruldu. AFAD ile is birligi yaparak
resmi destek aldik ve onlarin rehberliginde
calismalarimizi siirdiiriiyoruz.

Toplum olarak bu tiir felaketlere kars1 daha
direngli hale gelmek i¢in de ¢esitli adimlar
atiyoruz. Insanlari, afet aninda ne yapmalar
gerektigi konusunda bilinglendirmek ve ha-
zirlikli olmalarini saglamak, en 6nemli he-
deflerimizden biri. Ayrica, yerel yonetimler-
le is birligi yaparak, afet yonetim planlarimin
olusturulmasina katkida bulunuyoruz.

Care Dernegi olarak, toplumun her kesimin-
den goniilliilerin destegiyle daha giiglii bir
dayanisma ag1 kurmay1 siirdiirecegiz. Her
bireyin bu siirecte tistlendigi roliin ne kadar
6nemli oldugunu biliyoruz ve bu bilingle ha-
reket ediyoruz. Gelecekte, benzer felaketler-

de daha az zarar gormesi i¢in hep birlikte
caligmaya devam edecegiz. Inanryorum ki,
birlikte daha direngli ve dayanikli bir top-
lum inga edebiliriz.

Edit6r: Son olarak, bu siirecte sizinle bir-
likte olan herkese bir mesajiniz var mi?

Recep Bilge: Elbette! Oncelikle, bu zorlu
siirecte yanimizda olan tiim goniilliileri-
mize, bagiscilarimiza ve destek¢ilerimize
en icten tesekkiirlerimi iletiyorum. Hep
birlikte, dayanigma ve sevgi ile bu zor giin-
lerin tistesinden geldik. Sizlerin destegi
olmadan bu kadar biiyiik bir iyilige vesile
olamazdik. Unutmayn ki, herkesin ama
herkesin katkisi cok degerli. Birlikte daha
gticlii bir Tuirkiye i¢in var glictimiizle ¢alis-
maya devam edecegiz. Tesekkiirler!

Editor: Cok tesekkiir ederiz, Recep Bey.
Umudun insa edilmesine katkida bulun-
dugunuz i¢in minnettariz. Bu degerli ¢a-
lismalarinizin devamini gérmek dilegiyle!

Vesileyiz / Means 2023 51



care.org.tr

| SOYLESI / INTERVIEW

52 Care Dernegi | Vesileyiz / Means 2023

Building Hope in the Ruins: An
Interview with Recep Bilge

RECEP BILGE

Care Dernegi Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi

Editor: Mr. Recep, can you tell us about the work you carried out in the field as Care Asso-
ciation following the Kahramanmaras earthquakes, which were considered the disaster of
the century in 2023? What motivated you the most during this process?

Recep Bilge: Of course. After the massive earthquake that shook us all on February 6, 2023,
honestly, we didn’t even have time to think about what to do—we sprang into action immedia-
tely. The earthquake, referred to as the “disaster of the century,” reminded us of how fragile we
are. From day one, we were on the ground as Care Association. Alongside our volunteers, we
rushed to the people waiting hopefully at the rubble, trying to provide them with a warm soup
or a blanket. What motivated us the most was the light of hope in their eyes. Despite being in
such a difficult situation, hearing them say “Thank goodness you're here!” with a smile gave us
strength.

Editor: What was it like to arrive on the scene right after the earthquake and meet with the
citizens trapped under the rubble? How did you and your volunteers maintain solidarity in
those moments?

Recep Bilge: It’s really hard to put those moments into words. The helplessness and anxiety
of people waiting for their loved ones under the rubble... We shared those same feelings with
them. But at the same time, we were filled with the desire to do our best. We were like a family
with our volunteers. Everyone supported one another, trying to be wherever help was needed.
We made tea together, cried together, hoped together. That sense of solidarity was the most

important thing that kept us going.

Editor: With your “Care Container Ho-
mes” project, you provided housing for
earthquake victims. How did this project
change the lives of these families? What
challenges did you face while implemen-
ting this process?

Recep Bilge: After the earthquake, peop-
le didn'’t just lose their homes; they also
lost their sense of security. We thought if
we could at least provide them with a safe
place to stay, it might bring them some
comfort. That's how the “Care Container
Homes” project was born. Seeing the hap-
piness of the families after they moved into
these homes was indescribable. Children
started playing again, and families found
some peace. Of course, it wasn’t easy—the-
re were material shortages, logistical prob-
lems, and weather conditions to deal with.
But we overcame every challenge together.
The smiles on their faces erased all our fa-
tigue.

Editor: How did the activities you orga-
nized for the children help ease their
trauma? How did spending time with
them make you feel?

Recep Bilge: The children... Their inno-
cence and energy always affected us. After
the earthquake, they were the most affe-
cted. They lost their homes, friends, and
schools. We thought, let’s at least remind
them of normal life for a while. Through
our “Keep Smiling, Child” event, we did
their hair care, gave them gifts, cotton
candy, and balloons... When we saw the
sparkle return to their eyes, that’s when we
truly felt like we had achieved something.
Spending time with them was like therapy
for us, too. Their joy kept us going.

Editor: How did your hot meal stations
and food aid help make daily life easier
for the people in the region? What impa-
ct did these efforts have on the families?

Recep Bilge: Imagine losing everything all
of a sudden and not knowing what to do.
In such a situation, even the most basic
needs become a major problem. Knowing
how valuable a hot meal or a bowl of soup
is, we quickly set up meal stations. Every
day, we distributed hot meals to thousan-
ds of people. When families came up to
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us and said “Today, my children had a full
meal, God bless you,” that’s when we rea-
lized once again how important the work
we were doing really was. These efforts
became a lifeline for them to sustain their
daily lives.

Editor: What would you like to say about
the dedicated efforts of your volunteers
and team during this process? Could you
have been this successful without their
support?

Recep Bilge: Absolutely not. Our volunte-
ers were the heart and soul of this effort.
Each one worked with great dedication
and sacrifice. Some stayed up all night,
others put aside their own jobs, spending
days away from their families. But none
of them complained—they kept asking
“What more can we do?” Without their de-
termination and energy, we couldn’t have
carried out such a large-scale relief ope-
ration. 'm so grateful to all of them—we
really are a big family.

Editor: What are your future plans as
Care Association in dealing with eart-
hquakes and similar disasters? What
steps do you plan to take to make society
more resilient to such calamities?

Recep Bilge: Unfortunately, our country is
located in an earthquake-prone zone, and
we could face such disasters at any time.
That’s why being prepared is so important.
In the future, Care Association aims to have
a more effective and organized structure to
deal with earthquakes and similar disasters.
In line with this, we have launched a new ini-
tiative called CAK (Care Search and Rescue).
This group was specially formed to carry out
quick and effective interventions in search
and rescue operations. We are working in
cooperation with AFAD, receiving official
support, and conducting our operations un-
der their guidance.

To make society more resilient to such disas-
ters, we are also taking steps to raise aware-
ness about what to do in the event of a disas-
ter and ensure preparedness. Collaborating
with local authorities, we are contributing
to the development of disaster management
plans.

As Care Association, we will continue to bu-
ild a stronger network of solidarity with the
support of volunteers from all walks of life.
We understand the importance of each indi-
vidual’s role in this process, and we act with
that awareness. Together, we will keep wor-
king to ensure that in the face of similar di-
sasters, we suffer less damage. I truly believe

we can build a more resilient and stronger
society together.

Editor: Lastly, do you have a message for
everyone who has supported you throu-
ghout this process?

Recep Bilge: Absolutely! First and fore-
most, I would like to extend my heartfelt
thanks to all our volunteers, donors, and
supporters who stood by us during this
difficult time. Together, with solidarity
and love, we overcame these tough days.
Without your support, we wouldn’t have
been able to facilitate such a great amount
of good. Remember, everyone’s contributi-
on is incredibly valuable. We will continue
to work with all our strength for a stronger
Turkey. Thank you!

Editor: Thank you so much, Mr. Recep.
We are grateful for your efforts in bu-
ilding hope. We look forward to seeing
more of your valuable work!
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Care Konteyner

Evleri Projesi

2023 yilinin subat ayinda iil-
kemizde yasanan yikici dep-
remler, binlerce aileyi evsiz
birakarak hayatlarini altiist
etti. Bu zorlu siiregte, Care
Dernegi’'nin hayata gecirdigi
”Care Konteyner Evleri” pro-
jesi, depremzedelere umut
ve yeni bir baslangi¢c sunarak
toplumun dayanisma ruhunu
tekrar gozler oniine serdi.

Depremler sonrasi en acil ihti-
yaglardan biri, giivenli ve hizh
bir sekilde barinma imkan1 bu-
labilmektir. Care Dernegi, bu
ihtiyac1 karsilamak amaciyla
konteyner evler insa etti. Her
bir konteyner ev, bir ebeveyn
odasi, genis bir yasam odasi,
modern bir banyo-WC ve do-
nanimli bir mutfak ile donatil-
di. Yatak, koltuk, ev esyalar1 ve
elektrikli 1sitic1 sistemi gibi te-
mel ihtiyaglar da evlere eklendi.
Bu kapsamli diizenleme, aile-
lerin sadece fiziksel degil, ayni
zamanda psikolojik olarak da
desteklenmesini sagladi.
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Umutla Yukselen Yeni

Yasamlar

Proje, 25 Subat 2023 tarihinde
tiretime baslandi ve bir ayin
ardindan, 25 Mart 2023 tarihin-
de tamamlandi. Toplamda 66
adet konteyner ev insa edilen
proje, Kahramanmaras Dulka-
diroglu ve Malatya’da olmak
tizere iki ayr1 bolgede deprem-
zedelere teslim edildi. Evler,
ikiserli gruplar halinde tirlarla
nakliye edilerek ihtiya¢ sahibi
ailelerin hizmetine sunuldu.
Altyap1 ¢alismalar: da eksiksiz
tamamlanarak, ailelerin yeni
yasamlarina sorunsuz bir sekil-
de baslamalar1 saglandi. Oyun
alanlar1 ve sosyal tesisler gibi
yasam alanlari, depremzedele-
rin sadece barinma degil, ayn
zamanda sosyal etkilesimde
bulunabilecekleri bir ortama
da vesile oldu.

Care Konteyner Evleri projesi,
depremzedelere sadece gegcici
bir barinma saglamakla kalma-
di, ayn1 zamanda onlarin yeni-
den hayata tutunmalarina ola-
nak tanidi. Bu anlaml ¢alisma,
toplumun zor zamanlarda nasil
bir araya gelebileceginin en gii-
zel gostergesi olarak hafizalara
kazind.
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Himmetini millet bilenler i¢cin

- hizmette izzet,

- cihatta devlet

- sahavette servet,

Homes Project ayrerte meserre,

- ibadette saadet vardir...

Care Container

The devastating earthquakes
in February 2023 left thousan-
ds of families homeless, tur-
ning their lives upside down.

During this challenging time,
the “Care Container Homes”
project, initiated by Care As-
sociation, offered hope and a
fresh start for earthquake sur-
vivors, once again highlighting
the spirit of solidarity within
the community.

One of the most urgent needs
following the earthquakes was
finding safe and rapid shelter.
To address this, Care Associati-
on built container homes. Each
container home was equipped
with a parent’s bedroom, a spa-
cious living room, a modern
bathroom, and a well-furnished
kitchen.

Basic necessities such as beds,
sofas, household items, and an
electric heating system were
also provided. This compre-
hensive arrangement not only
met the physical needs of the
families but also provided psy-
chological support.
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New Lives Rising with Hope

Production for the project be-
gan on February 25, 2023, and
within a month, by March 25,

2023, the project was comple-
ted.

A total of 66 container homes
were built and delivered to
earthquake survivors in two lo-
cations: Kahramanmaras Dul-
kadiroglu and Malatya.

The homes were transported
in pairs by trucks and handed
over to families in need. All
necessary infrastructure work
was completed to ensure that
the families could start their
new lives smoothly. The inclu-
sion of playgrounds and social
facilities provided earthquake
survivors with not just a place
to live but also a space for social
interaction.

GIANT PROJECTS

The Care Container Homes
project not only provided tem-
porary shelter but also helped
the survivors rebuild their lives.
This meaningful initiative be-
came a lasting example of how
society can come together in
difficult times.
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Deprem Nedir?

“Diinya genelinde her yil milyonlarca deprem Deprem, yer kabugundaki kirilmalar nedeniyle ani
meydana geliyor. Bunlarin biiyiik ¢ogunlugu olarak ortaya cikan titresimlerin, dalgalar halinde
hissedilmeyecek kadar kiiciik olsa da, bazilar yeryliziine ulasmasiyla olusan dogal bir afettir. Bu
ciddi yikimlara ve can kayiplarina neden olabi- titresimler, enerjinin serbest kalmasi sonucu olusur
liyor.” ve sismik dalgalar olarak adlandirilir. Depremler,

genellikle fay hatlar1 boyunca meydana gelir ve yer
kabugundaki plakalarin hareketleri sonucu olusur.

Depremlerin Olusum Nedenleri Nelerdir?

1. Tektonik Hareketler: Yer kabugundaki levhalarin hareketi sonucu olusan gerilim birikimi ve ani kiril-
malar, depremlerin en yaygin nedenidir.

2. Volkanik Faaliyetler: Volkanlarin piiskiirmesi sirasinda olusan hareketler depremlere yol acabilir.

3. Cokme ve Yer Alt1 Bosluklari: Maden ocaklari veya karstik bolgelerdeki yer alt1 bosluklarinin ¢6kmesi
kiigiik 6l¢ekli depremlere neden olabilir.

4. Insan Faaliyetleri: Barajlarin doldurulmasi, derin madencilik faaliyetleri ve hidrolik kirilma gibi insan
kaynakli faaliyetler de depremlere sebep olabilir.
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Deprem Oncesi, Ani ve Sonrasi
Alinmasi Gereken Onlemler

Deprem Oncesi:
I. Riskli Yapilardan Kag¢inin: Depreme dayanikli bina-
larda oturun veya mevcut yapmzin gii¢lendirilmesini

saglayin.

2. Acil Durum Plan1 Hazirlayin: Aile bireyleriyle toplan-
ma yerleri ve iletisim planlari belirleyin.

3. Afet Cantas1 Hazirlayin: iginde ilk yardim malzemele-
ri, su, gida, el feneri ve 6nemli belgelerin kopyalar1 bulu-
nan bir ¢anta hazirlaym.

Deprem Aninda:

I. Sakin Kalin: Panik yapmak yerine derhal giivenli bir
yere gecin.

2. C6k-Kapan-Tutun: Masa veya saglam mobilyalarin al-
tina girerek kendinizi koruyun.

3. Asansorleri Kullanmayin: Deprem sirasinda asansor-
leri kullanmak tehlikelidir.
Deprem Sonrast:

I. Yaralilar1 Kontrol Edin: Kendinizin ve ¢evrenizdeki in-
sanlarin yaralanip yaralanmadigini kontrol edin.

2. Gaz ve Elektrik Hatlarin1 Kontrol Edin: Olasi si1zinti-
lar1 6nlemek i¢in vanalar1 kapatin.

3. Resmi Agiklamalar1 Takip Edin: Radyo veya telefon
araciligiyla yetkililerin talimatlarini izleyin.

"Deprem, onlem alindiginda etkileri azaltilabilecek bir doga olayidir. Ancak ne yazik ki,
diinyada milyonlarca insan deprem riski altinda yagamaktadir.”

Tiirkiye, aktif fay hatlar1 tizerinde bulunan bir iilkedir ve tarih boyunca biiyiik depremler yasamistir. Care Dernegi, deprem
gibi dogal afetlerde acil yardim faaliyetleriyle ihtiya¢ sahiplerinin yaninda olmaya devam ediyor. Siz de deprem bilincini artir-

mak ve olasi risklere kars1 hazirlikli olmak icin ¢evrenizi bilgilendirebilir, Care Derneginin ¢alismalarina destek olabilirsiniz.

”Biz sadece vesileyiz.”
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What is an Earthquake?

An earthquake is a natural disaster that occurs when
vibrations, caused by breaks in the Earth’s crust, re-
ach the surface in the form of waves. These vibrati-
ons result from the release of energy, referred to as
seismic waves. Earthquakes typically happen along
fault lines due to movements of the Earth’s tectonic
plates.

“Millions of earthquakes occur worldwide
every year. While the majority are too small to
be felt, some cause significant destruction and
loss of life.”

What Causes Earthquakes?

1. Tectonic Movements: The most common cause of earthquakes is the build-up of tension and sudden
breaks caused by the movement of Earth’s tectonic plates.

2. Volcanic Activity: Movements during volcanic eruptions can also trigger earthquakes.

3. Collapse and Underground Voids: Collapses in mining areas or in karst regions can cause small-scale
earthquakes.

4. Human Activities: Man-made activities like filling reservoirs, deep mining, and hydraulic fracturing
(fracking) can also lead to earthquakes.
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Precautions to Take Before,
During, and After an Earthquake

Before an Earthquake:

I. Avoid Risky Structures: Live in earthquake-resistant
buildings or have your current structure reinforced.

2. Prepare an Emergency Plan: Set meeting points and
communication plans with family members.

3. Prepare an Emergency Kit: Pack essentials like first aid
supplies, water, food, a flashlight, and copies of important
documents in an emergency bag.

During an Earthquake:

1. Stay Calm: Avoid panicking and move to a safe location
immediately.

2. Drop, Cover, and Hold On: Take shelter under a table
or sturdy furniture to protect yourself.

3. Do Not Use Elevators: Using elevators during an eart-
hquake can be dangerous.
After an Earthquake:

1. Check for Injuries: Ensure that you and those around
you are unharmed.

2. Check Gas and Electrical Lines: Turn off valves to pre-
vent leaks.

3. Follow Official Updates: Use a radio or phone to follow
instructions from authorities.

“An earthquake is a natural event whose impact can be minimized with proper precautions. However, millions of people around the
world still live at risk of earthquakes.”

Tiirkiye, situated on active fault lines, has experienced major earthquakes throughout its history. Care Association continues
to support those in need with emergency relief efforts in response to natural disasters like earthquakes. You can raise aware-

ness about earthquake preparedness and support Care Association’s efforts in aiding those affected by earthquakes.

"We are merely the means.”
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Su sure kat’iyen ifade ediyor ki: Kiire-i arz, hareket ve zelzele-
sinde vahiy ve ilhama mazhar olarak emir tahtinda depreniyor.
Bazen de titriyor.

Manevi ve ehemmiyetli bir canibden simdiki zelzele miinase-
betiyle alt1 yedi ciiz’'i suale karsi, yine manevi ihtar yardimiyla
cevaplari kalbe geldi. Tafsilen yazmak kag defa niyet ettimse de
izin verilmedi. Yalniz icmalen kisacik yazilacak.

Birinci Sual: Bu biiyiik zelzelenin maddi musibetinden daha
elim manevi bir musibeti olarak su zelzelenin devamindan ge-
len korku ve meyusiyet, ekser halkin ekser memlekette gece isti-
rahatini selbederek dehsetli bir azap vermesi nedendir?

Yine manevi cevap: $6yle denildi ki ramazan-1 serifin teravih
vaktinde kemal-i nese ve stirur ile sarhoscasina gayet heves-
karane sarkilar1 ve bazen kizlarin sesleriyle, radyo agziyla bu
miibarek merkez-i Islamiyet’in her késesinde cazibedarane isit-
tirilmesi, bu korku azabini netice verdi.

fkinci Sual: Nigin gavurlarin memleketlerinde bu semavi tokat
baslarina gelmiyor, bu bicare Miisliimanlara iniyor?

Elcevap: Biiyiik hatalar ve cinayetler tehir ile biiyiik merkezler-
de ve kiigiiciik cinayetler tacil ile kii¢iik merkezlerde verildigi
gibi; mihim bir hikmete binaen ehl-i kiifriin cinayetlerinin
kism-1 a’zami, mahkeme-i kiibra-y1 hasre tehir edilerek ehl-i
imanin hatalari, kismen bu diinyada cezasi verilir.

(Hasiye) Hem Rus gibi olanlar, mensuh ve tahrif edilmis bir dini
terk etmekle, hak ve ebedi ve kabil-i nesh olmayan bir dine iha-
net etmek derecesinde gayretullaha dokunmadigindan, zemin
simdilik onlar1 birakip bunlara hiddet ediyor.

Uglincii Sual: Bazi eshasin hatasindan gelen bu musibet, bir de-
rece memlekette umumi sekle girmesinin sebebi nedir?

Elcevap: Umumi musibet, ekseriyetin hatasindan ileri gelme-
si cihetiyle, ekser nasin o zalim eshasin harekatina fiilen veya
iltizamen veya iltihaken taraftar olmasiyla manen istirak eder,
musibet-i Ammeye sebebiyet verir.

Dordiincii Sual: Madem bu zelzele musibeti, hatalarin neticesi
ve keffaretii’z-ziinubdur. Masumlarin ve hatasizlarin o musibet
icinde yanmasi nedendir? Adaletullah nasil miisaade eder?
Yine manevi canibden elcevap: Bu mesele sirr-1 kadere taalluk
ettigi icin Risale-i Kader’e havale edip yalniz burada bu kadar
denildi: | oy )
Al 2 ) salls () Gl Y A 148 5
Yani “Bir bela, bir musibetten ¢ekininiz ki geldigi vakit yalniz
zalimlere mahsus kalmayip masumlar: da yakar.”

Su ayetin sirr1 sudur ki: Bu diinya bir meydan-1 tecriibe ve im-
tihandir ve dar-1 teklif ve miicahededir. Imtihan ve teklif iktiza
ederler ki hakikatler perdeli kalip t4 miisabaka ve miicahede
ile Ebubekirler a’la-y1 illiyyine ¢iksinlar ve Ebucehiller esfel-i
safiline girsinler. Eger masumlar bdyle musibetlerde saglam

kalsaydilar Ebucehiller aynen Ebubekirler gibi teslim olup
miicahede ile manevi terakki kapist kapanacakti ve sirr-1 teklif
bozulacakti.

Madem mazlum, zalim ile beraber musibete diismek, hikmet-i
flahice lazim geliyor. Acaba o bicare mazlumlarin rahmet ve
adaletten hisseleri Bu suale karsi cevaben denildi ki: O musibet-
teki gazap ve hiddet icinde onlara bir rahmet cilvesi var. Ctinkt
o masumlarin fani mallari, onlarin hakkinda sadaka olup baki
bir mal hitkmiine gegtigi gibi fAni hayatlar1 dahi bir baki hayati
kazandiracak derecede bir nevi sehadet hitkmiinde olarak, nis-
beten az ve muvakkat bir mesakkat ve azaptan biiyiik ve daimi
bir kazanci kazandiran bu zelzele, onlar hakkinda ayn-1 gazap
icinde bir rahmettir.

Besinci Sual: Adil ve Rahim, Kadir ve Hakim, neden hususi
hatalara hususi ceza vermeyip koca bir unsuru musallat eder.
Bu hal cemal-i rahmetine ve siimul-ii kudretine nasil muvafik
diiger?

Elcevap: Kadir-i Ziilcelal, her bir unsura ¢ok vazifeler vermis
ve her bir vazifede ¢ok neticeler verdiriyor. Bir unsurun bir tek
vazifesinde, bir tek neticesi ¢irkin ve ser ve musibet olsa da sair
giizel neticeler, bu neticeyi de giizel hitkmiine getirir. Eger bu
tek ¢irkin netice viicuda gelmemek i¢in insana karsi hiddete
gelmis o unsur, o vazifeden men’edilse o vakit o giizel neticeler
adedince hayirlar terk edilir. Ve liizumlu bir hayr1 yapmamak,
ser olmas1 haysiyetiyle; o hayirlar adedince serler yapilir. T4 bir
tek ser gelmesin gibi gayet ¢irkin ve hilaf-1 hikmet ve hilaf-1 ha-
kikat bir kusurdur. Kudret ve hikmet ve hakikat kusurdan mii-
nezzehtirler.

Madem bir kisim hatalar, unsurlar:1 ve arzi hiddete getirecek
derecede bir stimullii isyandir ve ¢ok mahlukatin hukukuna
bir tahkirli tecaviizdiir. Elbette o cinayetin fevkalade ¢irkinligi-
ni gostermek i¢in koca bir unsura, kiilli vazifesi i¢cinde “Onlar1
terbiye et!” diye emir verilmesi ayn-1 hikmettir ve adalettir ve
mazlumlara ayn-1 rahmettir.
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ADDENDUM TO THE FOURTEENTH
WORD

In the Name of Allah, the Merciful to all, the Compassionate
to each!

When the earth is shaken to its [utmost] convulsion, And the
earth throws up its burdens [from within], And man cries [dist-
ressed] “What is the matter with it?” On that Day will it declare
its tidings. For that your Sustainer will have given it inspiration
-(99:1-5)

This sura states definitely that in its movements and earthqua-
kes the earth shakes at a command, on receiving revelation and
inspiration. And sometimes it trembles.

[Prompted by an inspiration, the answers occurred to me to six
or seven minor questions related to the current earthquakes,
importantly from the point of view of their meaning.

Although on several occasions I intended to write them in de-
tail, permission was not given, so they have been written briefly
and in short.]

First Question: More distressing than the material disaster of
the present severe earthquake are its immaterial aspects: the
despair and fear of further earthquakes are destroying the ni-
ghtly rest of most of the people in most areas. What is the rea-
son for this terrible torment?

The Answer, again in regard to its meaning: It has been said that
the drunken, licentious songs, some of which were performed
by girls, being broadcast rapturously by means of the radio
during the tarawih prayers of the month of Ramadan in every
corner of this blessed centre of Islam resulted in the torment of
this fear.

Second Question: Why aren’t these heavenly blows dealt at the
unbelievers in their countries? Why are they visited on the un-
happy Muslims?

The Answer: Just as the requital for big mistakes and crimes is
postponed and made in big centres, and the requital for small
crimes is made quickly in small centres, as a consequence of an
important instance of wisdom, the recompense of the greater
part of the unbelievers’ crimes is postponed to the Last Judge-
ment, while the punishment for the believers’ faults is in part
given in this world. Third Question: What is the reason for this
disaster? If it arises from the wrongdoing of a few individuals,
why does it occur somewhat generally throughout the country?

The Answer: The general disaster results from the wrongdoing
of the majority: most people in effect participate in the actions
of those tyrannical individuals by supporting them either acti-
vely or morally or in some connection.

Fourth Question: Since the earthquake disaster results from
wrongdoing and is atonement for sins, why are the innocent
and those not at fault struck by it? How does divine justice per-
mit this?

The Answer, again in regard to its meaning: This matter con-
cerns the mystery of divine determining, so we refer you to the

Twenty-Sixth Word of the Risale-i Nur and here say only this:
And fear tumult or oppression, which affects not in particular
[only] those of you who do wrong .(8:25)

That is, beware of the calamity or disaster which when it oc-
curs is not restricted to wrongdoers but strikes the innocent as
well. The meaning of the above verse is as follows: this world is a
field of trial and examination and a place of striving where man
is accountable for his actions. Accountability and examination
require that reality remains veiled so that through competition
and striving the Abu Bakrs may rise to the highest of the high
and the Abu Jahls may enter among the lowest of the low. If the
innocent remained untouched by such disasters, the Abu Jahls
would submit just like the Abu Bakrs, and the door of spiritual
and moral progress through striving would be closed and the
mystery of accountability spoiled.

Since divine wisdom requires that oppressed and oppressor are
together afflicted by disaster, what share of divine mercy and
justice then falls to the wretched oppressed?

In reply to this question it was said: for them there is a manifes-
tation of mercy within the wrath and anger in the disaster. For
just as the transient property of the innocent becomes like alms
and gains permanence, so too the relatively minor, temporary
difficulty and suffering is a form of martyrdom for them which
also gains for their transient lives a permanent life. The eart-
hquake earns for them a huge, perpetual profit, so for them is an
instance of divine mercy within the wrath. Fifth Question: Why
does the All-Just and All-Compassionate, the All-Powerful and
All-Wise not give particular punishments for particular wrongs,
but inflicts a mighty element? How is this in keeping with the
beauty of His mercy and His all-encompassing power?

The Answer: The All-Powerful One of Glory assigns numerous
duties to each element and by means of each duty causes them
to produce numerous different results. If one result of one of
an element’s duties is ugly, evil, or calamitous, the other good
results render this result good too. If the element, which is angry
at man, is prevented from the duty to avert the single ugly result,
then instances of good to the number of the good results will be
abandoned. Hence, since not to perform a necessary good is evil,
instances of evil will be perpetrated to the number of the ins-
tances of good. A single evil being averted would be extremely
ugly, opposed to wisdom, contrary to reality, and a fault. And
power, wisdom and reality are free of fault. Since some errors
constitute rebellion comprehensive enough to bring the earth
and elements to anger, and are insulting aggression against the
rights of numerous creatures, for sure, in order to demonstrate
the extraordinary ugliness of such a crime, it is perfect wisdom
and justice that a mighty element be commanded to reprimand
them among its other general duties, and for the oppressed, it
is perfect mercy.

The Words
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Her Hadise Bir ibret

Omer bin Abdiilaziz’in -Rahmetulldhi Aleyh- hilafeti zamaninda bir zelzele oldu. Bunun iizerine,

Halife biitiin vilayetlere sGyle bir ferman génderdi:

“Bu zelzele Cenab-1 Hakk'in yerytiziinde kullarinmi kendisiyle ikaz buyurdugu bir musibettir.

Biitiin vilayetlere yazdim ki;

- Herkes, tayin edilen tarihte meydanlara ¢ikarak, dué ederek yalvarsinlar.

- Kimin imkani varsa, tasaddukta bulunsun.

Allah -azze ve celle- buyurdu ki: “(Zekat ve her tiirlii manevi tez-
kiye ile) temizlenen, Rabbinin adini anip O’na kulluk eden kimse
stiphesiz kurtuluga ermistir.” (el-A4, 14, 15)

(Allahva yalvarirken) Adem -aleyhisselam- gibi séyle deyin: “Rab-
bimiz! Kendimize yazik ettik; bizi bagislamaz ve bize merhamet
etmezsen biz kaybedenlerden oluruz.” (el-Araf, 23) Yine, Nuh
-aleyhisselam- gibi soyle deyin: “...Beni bagislamaz ve bana mer-
hamet etmezsen kaybedenlerden olurum.” (Had, 47) Yine Yanus
-aleyhisselam- gibi soyle deyin: “...Gergekten ben nefsine zulme-
denlerden oldum.” (el-Enbiy4, 87) (ibn-i Ebi’d-Diinya, *el-Uk-
bat,* 23)

Bu cihan, bir imtihan 4lemidir. Rabbimiz, diinya hayatinda kul-
larin tiirléi imtihanlardan gegirmektedir. Hi¢bir hadise; abes,
sebepsiz, gayesiz ve manasiz degildir. Mi‘min bagina gelen her
seyde ilahi azameti tefekkiir eder. Kendisine dersler ¢ikarir. Ha-
disatin akisindaki mes’tliyetini tefekkiir eder. Hadisat1 bir tek
buuddan degerlendirmek bu hususta hataya yol a¢ar. Depremin
fay hatlarindaki birikme ve kirilma gibi tabii ve jeolojik sebep-
lerinin var olmasi, onun ayni zamanda ménevi sebeplerinin de
bulunmasina méani degildir. Her hadiseyi zihiriyle ve batiniyla
kavramak lazimdir. Tek pencereden degerlendirmemek gerekir.
Buna bir misal olarak, Kehf Stiresinde anlatildig: tizere; Musa
-aleyhisselam-, iilir'l-azm bir peygamber olmasina ragmen, Hizir
-aleyhisselam-"1n gosterdigi ti¢ hadisede sadece zahire bakmis ve
onlardaki hikmeti anlayamamugti. Hizir -aleyhisselam-; yaptig
miidahalelerin méanevi sebeplerini anlatinca, Hazret-i Musa; bu
sir, hikmet ve azamet tecellilerine hayran kald:.

Hadiseler birtakim zahiri sebeplere baghdir. Fakat her sebebin
de bir muisebbibi vardir. Yine ayni hadise; tesir ettigi her fert i¢in
ayr1 bir ména, ayri bir hiikiim, ayr1 bir ders ihtiva eder. Biri i¢in
rahmet ve sehadet vesilesi olmasy; bir bagkast i¢in ihtar, bir bag-
kasi igin ceza olmasia mani degildir. Bu sebeple; mirminlerin
ders ve ibret nazariyla hadiseleri degerlendirmelerini, kimse
yanlis tefsir etmemelidir.

Manevi Duruma Gére

Enes bin Malik -radiyalldhu anh-, Hazret-i Aise’ye dedi ki:
—Ey mi‘'minlerin annesi! Bize zelzeleden bahset!

Hazret-i Aise soyle dedi:

—(insanlar) zinay1 helal bilip, igkileri iger, ¢algi aletlerine vura-
cak olurlarsa semasinda Allah gayrete gelir ve arza; “Sen onlar1

sars!” buyurur. Eger tovbe edip vazgecerlerse (mesele yok), aksi
takdirde onu tizerlerine yikar.

Enes -radiyallahu anh- sordu:
—Bu onlara ceza olsun diye midir?
Aise -radiyallahu anha- s6yle cevap verdi:

—Miuminler i¢in bir rahmet, bereket ve 6giit olsun; kafirler i¢in de
ibretli bir ceza, gazap ve azap olsun diyedir. (Hakim, Miistedrek,
4/561)

Hazret-i Aise Validemiz bu anlayisi elbette Rastilullah Efendi-
miz'den 6grenmistir.

Hicretin 5. yilinda Medine’de bir deprem olmustu. Bu hadise tize-
rine Rastlullah -sallallahu aleyhi ve sellem- Efendimiz ashibina,
takvaya yonelmek stretiyle Cenab-1 Hakk’1 riz1 etmeleri gerekti-
gini sdylemistir. (Bkz. Ibn-i Ebi Seybe, *Musannef*, I1, 221; ibn-i
Ebi’d-Diiny3, *el-Uktbat*, 29, no: 18)

Kur’an-1 Kerim’de Hazret-i Musa zamaninda meydana gelen bir
deprem anlatilir. Musa -aleyhisseldm-'in kavminden birtakim
bedbahtlarin; “Allah’1 agikca gormedikce inanmayiz!” demeleri
tizerine bir zelzele meydana gelmis ve Hazret-i Musa dergdh-1
ilahiye s6yle niyazda bulunmustur:

—Rabbim!

...I¢imizden birtakim beyinsizlerin isledigi (giinah) yiiziinden
hepimizi helak edecek misin?

...Sen bizim sahibimizsin, bizi bagisla ve bize merhamet edip ac1!
Sen bagislayanlarin en hayirhisisin! (el-A'raf, 155)

Ad ve Medyen kavimleri de inkarlar1 ve isledikleri giinahlar yii-
ziinden zelzeleyle helak edilmislerdir. Gegmis kavimlerin toptan
helakine sebep olan biitiin giinahlar, maalesef diinyada da top-
lumumuzda da islenmektedir. Insanligin bugiin topluca helak
olmamasi, Rastlullah Efendimiz’in dués: ve su ayetteki sir sebe-
biyledir: “Eger Allah, yaptiklar yiiziinden insanlari (hemen) ce-
zalandirsaydi, yeryiiziinde hicbir canl yaratik birakmazdi. Fakat
Allah, onlar belirtilmis bir siireye kadar erteliyor. Vakitleri gelin-
ce (gerekeni yapar). Stiphesiz Allah, kullarini gormektedir.” (Fatir,
45)
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Sirlar Sergisi

6 Subat 2023 tarihinde memleketimizde yasanan biiyiik deprem
de nice dersler ve ibretler mesheri olmustur. Aksam yatagina mal
ve miilk sahibi olarak yatan nice insan, sabah kar altinda basi-
n1 sokabilecegi bir kultibeye dahi malik olmadan sabahladi. Bir
hafta 6nce kiray1 artirmak i¢in ¢ekisen ev sahibi ve kiraci, ayni
atesin etrafinda 1snmak iizere bir araya geldi. Belki, miiltecilere
menfi bakan kimi insanlar, depremin akabinde onlarla ayni du-
ruma distiiler. Siginacak bir akraba, bir dost yani aradilar. Onlar
hakkindaki menfi duygularindan mahcup oldular. Diin Suriyeli
bir aileye yardim eden bir kardesimiz, bugiin onun yikilmayan
evine sigindi. Depremden giinler sonra enkaz altindan ¢ikarilan
bircok kardesimiz, méanevi tecriibelerini anlattilar. Enkaz altinda
giinler ve saatler geciren bir afetzede yasadiklarini soyle anlatti:
“~Bana; «Rabbin kim? Peygamberin kim? Kitabin ne?» suallerini
sordular. Ben cevaplarda takildim ve korku i¢inde kaldim. Ben
namazlarimi aksatiyordum, bundan sonra hastahaneden ¢ikar
¢ikmaz bes vakit namazimi gecirmeyecegim!” Bu kardesimizin
ister hakiki ister psikolojik olsun, bu miisdhedeleri yasamis ol-
masy; depremin bir mimin yiireginde nasil bir ders ve ibret his-
siyati meydana getirdigine gtizel bir niimtnedir.

“Her nefis 8liimii tadacakur...” (Al-i Imran, 185)

Afet ve felaket icinde 5lmeyi elbette hi¢ kimse arzu et-
mez. Lakin, boyle bir takdirle kars1 karsiya kalanla-
ra da ehl-i iman olmalar sartiyla sehadet mtij-
desi verilmigtir. Rastilullah -sallalldhu aleyhi
ve sellem-"in hadislerinde ifade edildigi tize-
re ehl-i iman icerisinde:

- Bulasic1 hastaliktan ve i¢ hastalikla-
rindan 6len,

- Yanginda 6len,

- Suda bogulan,

- Gogiik altinda kalan,

- Hamile iken 6len,

- Samimiyetle sehid olmayi dileyen,

- Helal kazanirken vefat eden,

- Malini, canini veya ailesini miidafaa eder-
ken olen,

- Allah yolunda savasirken dlen sehiddir.
(Bkz. Buhari, Cihad, 30; Ezan, 32; Miislim, Imare,
157, 164; Tirmizi, Cenaiz, 65; Nesai, Cihad, 48; ibn-i Mace,
Cihad, 17)

Bu afetten her tiirlit maddi, méanevi veya rahi tesir goren her
mi'min kardesimiz igin, hadis-i serifteki su miijde vardir: *“Yor-
gunluk, siirekli hastalik, tasa, keder, sikint1 ve gamdan, ayagina
batan dikene varincaya kadar miisliimanin basina gelen her
seyi; Allah, o miisliimanin hatalarint bagislamaya vesile ki-
lar.”* (Buhari, Merda, 1, 3; Miislim, Birr, 49) Bu afetlerin en mithim
ders ve ibretlerinden biri de, diinyanin fAniligini hatirlatmasidir.

Bu Diinya Fani

Bu dersi Hazret-i Mevlana ne giizel ifade eder: *“i¢inde bulundu-
gumuz cihan, hudutlu ve fanidir. Aslolan, ebedi ve sonsuz dhiret
yurdudur. Aklin1 bagina topla da bu cihnin soluk nakislarini,
bozulacak olan sekillerini ve eriyecek olan stretlerini ebedi ale-
me kars1 kalbinde bir perde haline getirme!™*

*Her ne kadar bu diinya, senin nazarinda ¢ok biiyiik ve nihayet-
siz ise de bilesin ki, ilahi kudret karsisinda o, bir zerre bile degil-
dir. Goziinii a¢ da bir bak; bir zelzele, bir kasirga, bir sel felaketi,
diinyay: ve icindekileri ne hale getiriyor!”*

Demek ki;

Bunca ihtar ve imtihana ragmen gaflete kapilip tekrar tekrar
diinyaya ragbet eden nefis, diinyada hic afet ve sikint1 yagama-
saydi daha ne kadar azgin ve taskin olurdu. Bircok depremzede;
saniyeler icinde yok olan servetlerinin hi¢ligini, kendilerine uza-
tilan mikrofonlara samimiyetle itiraf ettiler.

Maddi Taraf da Manevi

Elbette mi‘minler, baslarina gelen hadiselerden maddi dersler
ve hisseler de alirlar. Kul olarak; gelmesi muhtemel afetler husa-
sunda, elbette icab eden tedbirleri alip Allah’a tevekkiil etmekle
miikellefiz. En basta mi'min yaptig1 isi saglam ve diizgiin yapar.
Herhangi bir isin mes’ali; tistlendigi isi, s6z verdigi gibi yapma-
dig1 takdirde uhrevi vebal altinda kalir. Emanete hiyanet etmis
olur. Aslinda isin bu maddi tedbir tarafinda dahi manevi dersler
vardir. Insanlar islerini; «Kimse gérmese de Allah gériiyor.» su-
uruyla yapmadiklari i¢in, «yap1 denetimi» icat edildi. Fa-
kat sonra «denetimciyi de murakabe etmek» ihtiyac
dogdu. Sonra onu tayin eden kisiyi... Yani ytirek-
lerde ve vicdanlarda manevi mes’tliyet hissi
olmadikga, diinyevi tedbirler ddim4 mahdut
ve neticesiz kald. Insanlarin, deprem gibi
zamani Onceden bilinemeyen afetlere
bakis, tipk: gafil insanlarin 6liim ve kiya-
mete bakislarina benziyor. Tedbirleri
savsaklayan; «Bir sey olmaz!» diyerek bi-
nasindan kolon kesen gafil insanin hali,
dininin diregi olan namaziniihmal eden
gafilin hali gibi degil midir? Biri diinya-
sini digeri dhiretini harabeye ¢evirmek-
tedir. Maddi tedbir bahsinde sunu da
unutmayacagiz ki; tedbir, takdire ragmen
bir netice veremez.

Bilimi Putlagtir-mamak

Bilhassa zamanimizda bilim ve teknolojiyi vasita olmak-
tan ¢ikarip gaye haline getiren, adeta bilimi din yerine koymaya
kalkan «siyantizm / bilimcilik» anlayisi, insanin fen sayesinde
faniligi bile yenecegini iddia etmektedir. Bu, ahmakg¢a bir alda-
nigtir. Halbuki insani diinyada bekleyen tek tehlike zelzele de-
gildir. Yanginlar, seller, volkanlar, hastaliklar gibi semavi / tabii
hadiseler... Savaslar, cinayetler gibi ictimai tehlikeler daima
insan hayatini tehdit eder. Bunun yakin zamanimizdaki misali;
Japonya'daki Kobe depremidir. Orada her tiirlii tedbir alinmusti.
Evler ahsap olarak insa edilmisti. Ama ne yazik ki; deprem fela-
ketiyle birlikte gaz borulari infilak etti, biiytik bir yangin ¢ikt1 ve
alt1 bin insanin yanarak 6lmesi engellenemedi. Hasili; Kobe’deki
yirmi saniye, insanlarin yillardir biriktirdikleri her seyi yok et-
meye kafi geldi.

Osman Nuri Topbas
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Every Incident is a Lesson

During the caliphate of Umar bin Abdulaziz (may Allah have mercy on
him), an earthquake occurred. In response, the Caliph sent a proclamation
to all provinces:

“This earthquake is a calamity with which Allah warns His servants on
earth.

I have written to all provinces, instructing that:

« Everyone should gather in open spaces on the appointed date to pray
and beseech Allah.

« Those who have the means should give in charity.

Allah, exalted and glorified, has said: ‘He who purifies himself (by paying
alms and performing all kinds of self-purification), remembers the name
ofhis Lord, and prays, is indeed successful.” (Al-Ala, 14-15)

(While praying to Allah) say, as Adam (peace be upon him) said: ‘Our
Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have
mercy upon us, we will surely be among the losers.” (Al-Araf, 23) And
say, as Noah (peace be upon him) said: ‘If You do not forgive me and
have mercy on me, I will be among the losers.” (Hud, 47) And, like Jonah
(peace be upon him), say: ‘Indeed, I have been among the wrongdoers.’
(Al-Anbiya, 87) (Ibn Abi’d-Dunya, al-Uqubat, 23)

This world is a realm of tests. Our Lord subjects His servants to various
trials in this worldly life. No incident is pointless, without cause, purpo-
se, or meaning. A believer reflects on divine greatness in everything
that befalls him and draws lessons from it. Considering an incident
from only one dimension leads to error. The natural and geological re-
asons, such as the buildup and breaking of tectonic plates causing an
earthquake, do not negate the existence of spiritual causes as well. We
must comprehend every incident, both its outward and inner meanin-
gs, and not assess it from only one perspective.

As an example, in Surah Al-Kahf, despite being a prophet with great
resolve, Musa (peace be upon him) only looked at the apparent natu-
re of the three incidents shown to him by Khidr (peace be upon him)
and could not understand their wisdom. However, when Khidr expla-
ined the spiritual reasons behind his actions, Musa was amazed by the
displays of divine secrets, wisdom, and majesty.

Incidents are linked to apparent causes, but every cause has an ulti-
mate origin. The same event may hold different meanings, judgments,
and lessons for each individual it affects. It could be a means of mercy
and martyrdom for one person, a warning for another, or punishment
for yet another. Therefore, believers should evaluate incidents as les-
sons and examples without anyone misconstruing them.

According to Spiritual Circumstance

Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) asked Hazrat Aisha:
“O Mother of the Believers, tell us about earthquakes.”

Hazrat Aisha replied:

“If people come to accept adultery as lawful, drink alcohol, and play
musical instruments, Allah will be stirred in the heavens and com-
mand the earth to shake. If they repent and refrain, (there will be no
issue), otherwise, He will cause it to collapse upon them.”

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) asked:

“Is this as a punishment for them?”

Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) replied:

“For believers, it is mercy, blessing, and counsel; for disbelievers, it is a
warning, wrath, and punishment.” (Hakim, Mustadrak, 4/561)

Our mother, Hazrat Aisha, learned this understanding from the Mes-

senger of Allah.

In the fifth year of Hijra, there was an earthquake in Medina. Following
this incident, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) told his
companions that they needed to seek Allah’s pleasure through taqwa
(God-consciousness). (See Ibn Abi Shaybah, Musannaf, II, 221; Ibn
Abi’d-Dunya, al-Uqubat, 29, no: 18)

The Qur’an recounts an earthquake during the time of Moses. When
some unfortunate people among the followers of Musa (peace be upon
him) said, “We will not believe until we see Allah openly,” an earthqu-
ake occurred, and Moses prayed to Allah:

“Our Lord,

Will You destroy us all for the sins of the foolish among us?

..You are our protector, forgive us and have mercy on us! You are the
best of those who forgive.” (Al-A'raf, 155)

The tribes of Ad and Madyan were also destroyed by earthquakes
due to their disbelief and sins. All the sins that led to the destruction
of previous nations, unfortunately, are being committed in the world
today. Humanity is spared from collective destruction only due to the
supplications of the Messenger of Allah and the divine decree stated in
the verse: “If Allah were to punish people for what they have done, He
would not leave on it (the earth) a single creature, but He defers them
until a specified time...” (Fatir, 45)

Exhibition of Divine Secrets

The major earthquake that struck our country on February 6, 2023, of-
fered many lessons and reminders. Many who went to bed as owners
of wealth and property woke up the next day without even a shelter to
protect them from the cold. A week earlier, landlords and tenants argu-
ed over rent, but after the quake, they gathered around the same fire for
warmth. Some who held negative views toward refugees found them-
selves in similar circumstances, seeking shelter with a relative or friend,
feeling ashamed of their previous feelings. One person who had previ-
ously helped a Syrian family took refuge in their undamaged home.
Many who were pulled from the rubble days after the quake shared
spiritual experiences. One survivor reported, “They asked me, ‘Who is
your Lord? Who is your prophet? What is your book?’ I stumbled over
my answers in fear. I used to neglect my prayers; from now on, I won't
miss my five daily prayers.”

These experiences, whether genuine or psychological, illustrate how
deeply a believer can draw lessons and take reminders to heart in such
events.

»

“Every soul shall taste death...” (Al-Imran, 185)

Though no one desires to die in a disaster, those who face such a fate
as believers are given the glad tidings of martyrdom. The Prophet Mu-
hammad (peace be upon him) described certain situations within the
community of believers in which those who die are considered mart-
yrs:

« Those who die of contagious or internal diseases,

« Those who perish in fires,

« Those who drown,

« Those who die under collapsed structures,

« Women who die in childbirth,

« Those who sincerely wish for martyrdom,

« Those who die while earning an honest living,

« Those who die defending their property, life, or family,
» Those who die fighting for the cause of Allah.

(See Bukhari, Jihad, 30; Adhan, 32; Muslim, Imara, 157, 164; Tirmidhi,
Funerals, 65; Nasa’i, Jihad, 48; Ibn Majah, Jihad, 17)

For every believing brother or sister who experiences physical, spiritu-
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al, or mental impact from such disasters, there is the comforting message
in a hadith: “Whatever trouble, illness, anxiety, grief, pain, or sorrow aff-
licts a Muslim, even the prick of a thorn, Allah removes some of his sins
because of it.” (Bukhari, Medicine, 1, 3; Muslim, Virtue, 49)

One of the most profound lessons of such calamities is their reminder of
the temporary nature of this world.

This World is Fleeting

Hazrat Mevlana expresses this beautifully: “The world we live in is limited
and transient. What is eternal is the abode of the Hereafter. Do not let the
fleeting patterns, shapes, and forms of this world cast a veil over your heart
and block your view of the everlasting realm.”

No matter how vast and boundless this world may appear to you, in the
face of divine power, it is no more than a speck. Open your eyes and see
how an earthquake, a storm, or a flood can change the world and every-
thing in it.

If, after all these warnings and trials, the human soul still turns to heed-
lessness and clings to this world, one can only imagine how much more
misguided it would be if there were never any disasters or hardships to
remind us of our limitations.

Spiritual Lessons in Practical Matters

Certainly, believers also take practical lessons from the events
they experience. As servants of Allah, we are obligated to
take the necessary precautions against possible disas-
ters while trusting in Allah. A believer always aims to
carry out his work properly and correctly. Failing
to fulfill responsibilities or to uphold a commit-
ment leads to spiritual consequences. The need
for “building inspection” arose because people
did not do their work with the consciousness
that “Allah sees even if no one else does.” La-
ter, there was a need to monitor the inspector,
then to oversee those who appointed him.
Without a sense of spiritual accountability in
the heart, worldly measures remain limited
and often ineffective.

In the case of unknown disasters like earthqu-
akes, people’s attitudes often resemble those of
heedless individuals toward death and the Day of
Judgment. The state of a person who cuts the suppor-
ting columns of his building, saying, “Nothing will hap-
pen,” is like a heedless person who neglects his prayer, the
pillar of his religion. Both ruin one’s worldly life, the other’s
hereafter. Yet we must remember that even with all our precauti-
ons, we cannot prevent destiny.

Not Making Science an Idol

Today, an attitude of “scientism” prevails, which attempts to elevate scien-
ce from a means to an end, almost turning it into a religion. Such beliefs
suggest that humanity can even conquer mortality through science, which
is an absurd delusion. Earthquakes are not the only threat we face; fires,
floods, volcanic eruptions, and social dangers like wars and violence cons-
tantly threaten human life. One recent example is the Kobe earthquake in
Japan. Every precaution was taken there—houses were built with wooden
structures. But the disaster still struck when gas lines exploded, causing a
massive fire, and six thousand people were burned to death. Twenty se-
conds were enough to destroy everything that people had accumulated
over the years.

Attempting to address the world’s transience only materially also led the
Thamud people astray. They were successors of the Ad tribe, who had pe-
rished due to an earthquake. The Thamud focused solely on the structural

inadequacies of homes rather than the spiritual causes of the Ad tri-
be’s destruction, such as idolatry and injustice. They carved palaces
in mountains, thinking they were safe, but they too were destroyed by
a “shriek” or a terrifying sound.

Seeing Major Disasters as Warnings

Viewing major disasters as reminders of Judgment Day and divine
punishment, and turning to Allah in repentance and supplication,
is a truly faithful response. Our Prophet (peace be upon him) would
seek refuge in Allah even at the sight of a dark cloud. (See Bukhari,
Tafsir, 46/2; Muslim, Prayer for Rain, 16)

A believer should live constantly between hope and fear. Just as so-
meone being interviewed or put on a trial period remains constantly
vigilant, considering every encounter as part of their test, a believer’s
attitude toward every event in life should be the same.

The Test of the Survivors

Perhaps the greatest test of disasters falls on those who are not direct-
ly affected. We could have been in the place of the disaster-stricken;
they could have been in ours. Hence, in gratitude for our current si-
tuation, it is essential to mobilize in aid for them. We must extend
our hands and hearts to the deprived, weary, and wounded people in
disaster areas, sharing their sorrows and helping them heal as much

as we can.

Let us remember this glad tiding: “If a person consoles a

disaster-stricken person (in both material and spiri-

tual ways), they receive a reward equal to that of
the afflicted.” (Tirmidhi, Funerals, 71/1073)

And we should also heed this warning:
“Whoever does not feel concern for the
troubles of the believers is not one of
them.” (Hakim, Mustadrak, IV, 352; Hay-

thami, Majma’ al-Zawa'id, I, 87)

Even if we lack material resources to of-
fer, we should at least extend words of
consolation. Because their spiritual needs
are as significant as their material ones.

Our beloved Prophet (peace be upon him)
would never feel at ease if he had anything to
give but found himself unable to give it to those

in need. If he had nothing left, he would turn his
head away in modesty. In response, this verse was
revealed:

“If you (O Prophet) must turn them away, awaiting mercy from your
Lord which you expect (for yourself), at least speak to them with a
gentle word.” (Al-Isra, 28)

In the spirit of Islam, turning away the needy or showing them a clo-
sed door is not acceptable. If we cannot give anything material, we
should at least try to console our believing brothers and sisters with
gentle words.

May Allah protect the Muslim community from all calamities and
afflictions, relieve the suffering of our disaster-stricken brothers and
sisters, and grant the opportunity to heal wounds quickly through the
spirit of brotherhood and solidarity.

Amin.
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Nijerya’nin
Sessiz Cighgi:
Kano’daki
Yetim Krizi

Her gece milyonlarca ¢ocuk, Afrikanin kalbinde
yataksiz bicare uyumaya ¢alistyor. Nijeryanin Kano
eyaletinde, 3.5 milyon yetim ¢ocuk hayatta kalma
miicadelesi veriyor. Bu ¢ocuklar, bir zamanlar ilim
ogrenmek icin yollara diisen “Muhacir’lerin modern
temsilcileri; ancak simdi ¢ogu, glinde sadece bir
ogiin yemek bulabilen sokak ¢ocuklarina dontismiis
durumda.

Bu analiz yazisinda, Kano’daki gézlemlerimden
yola ¢ikarak, bolgedeki yetim krizinin derinliklerine
inecek, tarihi bir ticaret merkezinden modern bir
insanlik draminin sahnesine déniisen Kano’yu ve
buradaki yetimlerin yasam miicadelesini inceleye-
cegiz.

Avciliktan Ticarete:
Kano’nun Donlisiim Hikayesi

Kano, Nijeryanin kuzeyinde, baskent Abuja’dan
yaklasik 450 km uzakta, kizila ¢alan topraklarda yer
alan ve yiizyillar 6nce avcilarin kurdugu bir sehir.
Zamanla bir ticaret merkezi haline gelmis. 11. ytizy1l-
da ticaret yoluyla Islam ile tanistig1 biliniyor. Bolge,
farkli tarihlerde Ingiliz somiirgesinden bagimsizhigi-
n1 kazanmistir.

Niifusun ¢ogunlugu Miisliiman olan Kano, Nijer-
yanin en kalabalik ikinci eyaleti olarak bilinir. Tah-
mini niifusun 4.5 milyon civarinda oldugu sdylense
de gercekte cok daha fazla insana ev sahipligi yaptig:
agikar. Farkli irk ve sosyal gruplardan insanlarin bir
arada yasadig1 bu sehirde, “Muhacir” olarak adlandi-
rilan cocuklar ise bir istisna.
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Bu Topraklarda Yetimin Diger
Adi: Muhacir

Bu ¢ocuklara muhacir denilmesinin sebebi, eski bir
gelenege dayaniyor. Farkli bolgelerden evlerinden ayri-
lip Kur’an-1 Kerim ve Islami ilimleri 5grenmek iin go¢
eden ¢ocuklardan olusuyor bu grup. Ne yazik ki bu gele-
nek, zamanla farkl bir yapiya doniismiis. Yetim, 6ksiiz,
evden atilmis ya da kagmis sokak ¢ocuklart haline gelen
mubhacirlerin durumu benzerlerine nadiren rastlana-
cak tlirden. Kano’da yaklasik 3,5 milyon muhacir, yani
“Sokak ¢ocugu” bulunuyor. Tiim Nijerya genelinde ise
bu say1 10 milyon civarinda. Toplam tilke niifusunun
250 milyon oldugu duistintiliirse bu oldukga ytiksek bir
oran ve bu 10 milyonun 3,5 milyonu Kano’da toplanmis
durumda. Civar sehirler ve hatta komsu tilkelerden bile
bu istenmeyen ¢ocuklarin, tabir yerindeyse iteklenerek
Kano’da bir araya getirildigi ifade ediliyor.

Siyah Miirekkep Damlalarin-
dan Yesil Yapraga

Muhacir ¢ocuklar, terkedilmis, izbe ve yar1 yikik binalar-
da, sahip olduklar1 her seyi kiiciik bir ¢uvala sigdirarak
yastyorlar. Bir imamin 6nderliginde Kur’an-1 Kerim ez-
beri yaparak hayatlarin siirdiiriiyorlar. Ne bir yataklar1
ne de diizgiin bir barinaklari var; ince bir hasir, onlar
i¢in yeterli. Goz g6z odalar o kadar kalabalik ki bazen
iceri adim atmak bile miimkiin olmuyor. Hem kalaba-
liktan hem de bogucu sicaktan dolay1 bu odalara aligkin
olmayanlarin girmesi oldukgea zor.

Geleneksel bir yontemle, “Luh” ad1 verilen tahtalara
gtizel el yazilar ile ezberledikleri ayetleri yazarak ¢ali-
styorlar. Yeni bir ayete gectiklerinde tahtay: yikarken,
miirekkepli suya basilmamas i¢in suyu hep ayni yere
dokiiyorlar. Kimi zaman bu noktalarda yegeren bir filiz
gormek, kizil topraklarda yiirekleri serinletiyor. Bazilari
ise bu miirekkepli suyu saygilarindan dolayi sifa niyeti-
ne igiyor.




Bulabilirlerse Giinde Bir Ogiin
Yemek

Ders yapmadiklar1 zamanlarda karmlarini doyurabilmek
i¢cin yiyecek arayisina ¢ikiyorlar. Yerel halkin yardimlari ¢o-
gunlukla yetersiz kaliyor. Kimisi karsiliksiz yardim ederken
kimisi bu ¢ocuklari ¢alistirarak onlara yardim ediyor. Cogu
da yemek dilenmek zorunda kaliyor.

Donemsel olarak tarlalarda calistyorlar, kiiciik bir boyaci
sandig1 yapip ayakkabi boyayanlar bile var. Ancak cogu
cocuk ag¢ ve bulabilirse glinde bir 6giin yemekle yetiniyor.
Bir tas yemek i¢in Afrikanin kavurucu sicaginda saatlerce
beklemek zorunda kalabiliyorlar. Bu zor durumlaria
ragmen haysiyetlerini yitirmiyor, Allal’a stikredip hayirse-
verlere tesekkiir etmeyi unutmuyorlar.

Care Dernegi ile lyilesen
Imkanlar

Bu zorlu cografyada, Care Yardimlagsma ve Kalkinma Derneginin
faaliyete gecirdigi yetimhane, muhacir ¢ocuklar i¢in bir umut 15181
olmus durumda. Nijeryanin Kano Eyaleti, Yankaba Bélgesinde
kiralanan iki katli bina, simdilik 40 yetim ¢ocuga barinma, egitim
ve saglik imkéani sunarak yeni bir hayatin kapisini araliyor. Bu ye-
timhanede ¢ocuklar, hem temel dini egitim aliyor hem de devlet
okullarindaki egitimlerine devam ediyorlar. Care Derneginin
bolgeye yaptig1 bu yatirim, yetimlerin sadece bugiiniinii degil,
yarinini da inga etmeyi amagliyor.

Ben bu topraklarda yasanan drama tanik oldum ama ayni zaman-
da umut dolu ¢abalarin da sahitligini yaptim. Bélgede yardimda
bulunan STK sayisinin azligina ragmen, Care Derneginin varlig,
buradaki ¢ocuklar i¢in yasamla 6liim arasindaki farki olusturuyor.
Yetimlerin meslek edinmesi, topluma kazandirilmasi ve gelecege
umutla bakabilmeleri i¢in yapilan ¢alismalar, bu bélgede bir
seylerin degistiginin en biiyiik gbstergesi.

Care Derneginin katkilar1 sadece barinma ve egitimle sinirli
degil. Ayn1 zamanda, Ramazan’da iftar sofralari kuruyor. Kurban
Bayraminda da yetimler basta olmak tizere ihtiyag sahiplerine
gida temin ederken, Tiirkiye ve diinyanin farkl yerlerinden

gelen yardimlarin yerine ulasmasini sagliyor ve timmet bilinci

ile kardeglik kopriisii kuruyor. Yil boyunca adak, akika, siikiir
kurbanlarini yetimlere ulastirarak bolgedeki yardimlarin siirekli-
ligini sagliyor. Bolgeye gonderilen bu yardimlar, sadece yetimlerin
karnini doyurmakla kalmiyor; onlara timit agiliyor ve gelecege
dair hayallerini yesertiyor.

Iste bu nedenle, cocuklarm umut dolu tebessiimleri igin, goniil
cografyamizda birer 151k olmanin vaktidir. Care Dernegi olarak,
sizin desteklerinizle daha nice yetime ulasmak ve bu karanlk
tabloyu aydinlatmak i¢in ¢caligmaya devam ediyoruz.

Ender Is
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The Silent Cry
of Nigeria:
The Orphan
Crisis in Kano

Every night, millions of children across the heart of
Africa struggle to sleep without a bed. In Nigeria’s
Kano State, 3.5 million orphaned children are figh-
ting to survive. These children are the modern-day
counterparts of the “Muhajir” children who once
traveled to seek knowledge, but today, most of them
have turned into street children, often managing to
find only one meal a day.

In this analysis, based on my observations in Kano, I
will explore the depths of the orphan crisis in the re-
gion. We will examine Kano's transformation from a
historical trade center into a scene of modern human
tragedy and delve into the survival struggles of the
orphans living there.

From Hunting to Trade:
Kano’s Transformation Story

Kano, located in northern Nigeria, lies about 450 km
from the capital, Abuja, on reddish soil. It was a city
founded centuries ago by hunters and eventually
transformed into a trade hub. It is known to have
embraced Islam through trade in the 11th century.
Over time, the region gained independence from
British colonization. Today, Kano is one of Nigeria’s
most populous states, with a majority Muslim popu-
lation. While the estimated population is around 4.5
million, it’s clear that many more people reside here.
In this city, where people from various racial and
social groups live together, the “Muhajir” children
stand out as an exception.
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In These Lands, “Orphan” is
Another Word for Muhajir

The term “Muhajir” for these children has historical
roots. They were once children who left their homes

to travel from different regions to study the Quran and
Islamic sciences. Unfortunately, over time, this tradition
took on a different form. These “Muhajir” children have
now become street children—orphans, abandoned, or
runaway children. In Kano, approximately 3.5 million
Muhajir, or “street children,” are struggling to survive.
Across all of Nigeria, this number reaches around 10
million. Considering Nigeria’s population of about 250
million, this is an alarmingly high percentage, with

3.5 million concentrated in Kano. It is said that these
unwanted children are pushed towards Kano from sur-
rounding cities and even neighboring countries.

From Drops of Black Ink to a
Green Leaf

The Muhajir children live in abandoned, dilapidated,
and semi-collapsed buildings, with all their belongings
fitting into a small sack. They spend their days memo-
rizing the Quran under the guidance of an imam, with
no proper shelter or beds. A thin mat serves as enough
for them. The rooms are so crowded that sometimes

it’s difficult to even step inside. The stifling heat makes
entering the rooms nearly impossible for those who are
unaccustomed to such conditions.

They study Quranic verses by writing them in beautiful
calligraphy on wooden boards known as “luh.” When
they move on to a new verse, they wash the board,
always pouring the ink-stained water in the same spot to
avoid stepping on it. Occasionally, a sprout will emerge
from these spots, a small relief in the harsh red soil.
Some even drink this ink-stained water out of respect,
believing it to be blessed.
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One Meal a Day, If They’re Lucky

When they’re not studying, these children go in search of
food. The local community’s assistance is often inadequate.
While some offer help with no expectations, others make
the children work in exchange for food. Many of them are
forced to beg for their meals.

Sometimes they find work in the fields, or they might set
up a small shoe-shining business. Yet, most of the children
remain hungry, surviving on just one meal a day if they’re
lucky. They can wait for hours in the sweltering African
heat for a simple bowl of food. Despite their harsh circums-
tances, they retain their dignity, always thanking God and
showing gratitude to those who help.

Improving Conditions with Care
Association

In this challenging environment, the orphanage established by
Care Association has become a beacon of hope for the Muhajir
children. In Kano’s Yankaba region, a two-story building rented by
the association now provides shelter, education, and healthcare
for 40 orphaned children, offering them a new beginning. In this
orphanage, the children receive both basic religious education
and continue their studies at state schools. Care’s investment in
the region aims not only to provide for the children today but also
to build a brighter future for them.

JOURNAL

I witnessed the tragedy unfolding in these lands, but I also saw the
hope-filled efforts being made. Despite the scarcity of NGOs wor-
king in the region, the presence of Care Association is a lifeline

for these children, bridging the gap between life and death. Their
efforts to equip the orphans with skills and integrate them into
society, giving them the chance to dream of a better future, are
signs that change is happening.

Care’s contributions are not limited to shelter and education.
During Ramadan, they set up iftar meals, and during Eid al-Adha,
they provide food to orphans and others in need. They ensure
that donations from Turkey and around the world reach those
who need them, building bridges of brotherhood with a shared
sense of community. Throughout the year, they deliver sacrifices
of charity, thanks, and gratitude to orphans, ensuring that aid con-
tinues. These donations not only fill the children’s stomachs but
also plant seeds of hope in their hearts and nurture their dreams
for the future.

For this reason, it is time to be a light in our community for these
children’s hopeful smiles. With your support, Care Association
continues to reach more orphans and brighten this dark picture.

Ender Is
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Acil Yardim Faaliyetlerimiz

.
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Diinyanin ¢esitli bolgelerinde yasanan krizler ve acil durumlar, milyonlarca insanin hayatini derinden etkiliyor. Deprem-
ler, savaslar, dogal afetler ve insani krizler, insanlarin temel ihtiyaglarina erisimini engelleyerek yasamlarini altiist ediyor.
Elektrik kesintileri, temel ihtiyag eksiklikleri ve saldirilar, insanlarin hayatta kalma miicadelesini daha da zorlastiriyor.Gare
Dernegi olarak, bu zor zamanlarda ihtiya¢ sahiplerinin yaninda olmak ve onlara destek saglamak i¢in var giictimiizle calisi-
yoruz.

Acil yardim faaliyetlerimizle, kriz anlarinda hizli ve etkili ¢oziimler iiretiyoruz. Ilk 72 saatin hayati 6nem tasidiginin bilinciy-
le, ekiplerimiz ve goniilliilerimizle birlikte sahada aktif rol aliyoruz. Gazze’den Suriye’ye, Yemen'den afet.bolgeleriniekadar
uzanan genis bir cografyada, insanlarin temel ihtiyaglarini karsilamak ve yasamlarini stirdiirebilmelerini saglamakicin
calistyoruz. Siz degerli destekgilerimizin katkilariyla, daha fazla insana ulasarak umut 15181 oluyoruz.

Bu yazimizda, acil yardim faaliyetlerimiz hakkinda en ¢ok merak edilen sorular: sizler icin derledik ve cevapladik./Amaci-
miz, ¢alismalarimizin detaylarini paylasarak sizleri bilgilendirmek ve desteginizin ne kadar 6nemli oldugunu bir kez daha
vurgulamak.

1. Acil yardim faaliyetleriniz neleri Yardimlariniz, bélgedeki insanlarin temel ihtiyac-
kapsiyor? larina erisimini saglayarak hayat kurtarici bir rol
oynar.
Dogal afetler, savaslar ve kriz anlarinda temel
ihtiyaglar1 karsiliyoruz. Gida, su, hijyen ij.rijnleri, 5. Suriye'deki ¢aligmalariniz nelerdir?
barinma ve saglik hizmetleri sagliyoruz. Ik 72 saa-
tin kritik 6nemini bilerek hizlica harekete geciyor, Azez bolgesinde un ve gida yardimlariyla firinlari
ihtiya¢ sahiplerine en kisa siirede ulasiyoruz. yeniden faaliyete gegiriyoruz, halkin iicretsizektiie-
ge erisimini sagliyoruz. Ayrica giyecek, battaniye ve H\ :
2. Hangi bélgelerde yardim sagliyorsunuz? yakacak yardimlariyla soguk kis giinlerinde ihtiyag

sahiplerine destek oluyoruz.
Tiirkiye basta olmak iizere Gazze, Suriye, Yemen
ve ihtiya¢ duyulan diger bolgelerde faaliyet gosteri- >
yoruz. Ozellikle krizlerden en ¢ok etkilenen alan-
larda, yerel ve uluslararas: partnerlerle is birligi
yaparak yardimlarimizi ulasgtirtyoruz.

3. Bagislarim nasil kullaniliyor?

Bagislariniz, acil yardim operasyonlarimizin te-
melini olusturur. Her bir bagis, gida paketlerinin
hazirlanmasi, temiz su temini, barinma olanakla-
rinin saglanmasi ve tibbi malzemelerin temininde
kullanilir. Seffaf bir sekilde ihtiya¢ sahiplerine
ulastirilir.

4. Gazze'de nasil destek olabilirim?

Gazze'de yasanan insani kriz nedeniyle gida, su,
ila¢ ve barinma ihtiyaclar1 had sathada. Bagis
yaparak veya kampanyalarimizi paylasarak destek
olabilirsiniz.
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6. Yemen'de ne tiir yardimlar yapiyorsunuz?

Yemen’deki insani krize miidahale ederek gida,
temiz su, hijyen paketleri ve saglik hizmetleri saglh-
yoruz. Bagislariniz, aclik ve hastaliklarla miicadele
eden milyonlarca insana ulasarak hayatta kalmalar
icin gerekli destegi sunuyor.

7. Afet bolgelerinde nasil yardim ediyorsunuz?

Deprem, sel ve yangin gibi afetlerde hizlica hareke-
te gecerek barinma, gida, temiz su, giyecek ve saglik
hizmetleri sunuyoruz. Afet sonrasi rehabilitasyon
siireclerinde de afetzedelerin yaninda olarak ya-
samlarini yeniden kurmalarina destek saghyoruz.

8. Bagislarimin kullanimini nasil takip edebi-
lirim?

Seffaflik ilkesiyle hareket ediyoruz. Web sitemiz
ve sosyal medya hesaplarimizda diizenli olarak
faaliyet raporlar: ve videolar paylasiyoruz. Bir de
ozellikle her bagis kalemi i¢in o bagis miktar1 kul-
lanildiginda bir video ¢ekiliyor ve bagis yapanlara
gonderiliyor. Bagislarinizin nerede ve nasil kulla-
nildigini bu kanallardan ve SMS mesajlarimizdan
takip edebilirsiniz.

9. Diger projelerinize nasil destek olabilirim?

Acil yardimin yani sira egitim, saglik, su kuyusu
projeleri gibi bir¢cok alanda faaliyet gosteriyoruz.
Web sitemizin “Bagis Yap” boliimiinden tiim pro-
jelerimizi inceleyebilir ve dilediginiz alana katkida
bulunabilirsiniz.

‘SJ;:IN;&‘&# by Unutmayin, her bagis bir hayat1 degistirir.
~ANi |

Vesileyiz / Means 2023 73



careorgitr | MERAK ETTIKLERINIZ / YOUR CURIOSITIES

Our Emergency Relief
Efforts

Crises and emergencies occurring in various parts
of the world deeply affect the lives of millions.
Earthquakes, wars, natural disasters, and humani-
tarian crises disrupt people’s access to basic needs,
turning their lives upside down. Power outages,
shortages of essential supplies, and attacks further
complicate survival efforts. As Care Association,
we work tirelessly to stand by those in need during
these difficult times and provide them with the
necessary support.

Through our emergency relief efforts, we provi-

de quick and effective solutions in times of crisis.
Understanding the critical importance of the first
72 hours, our teams and volunteers actively partici-
pate on the ground. From Gaza to Syria, Yemen to
disaster-stricken regions, we work to meet people’s
basic needs and help them continue their lives.
With the contributions of our valued supporters,
we reach more people and bring a ray of hope.

In this article, we have compiled and answered
some of the most frequently asked questions about
our emergency relief efforts. Our goal is to inform
you about the details of our work and emphasize
once again how crucial your support is.

How are my donations used?

What do your emergency relief efforts inclu-

de? Your donations form the backbone of our emer-

gency relief operations. Every donation is used to
prepare food packages, provide clean water, ensure
shelter, and supply medical equipment. All aid is
delivered transparently to those in need.

During natural disasters, wars, and crises, we pro-
vide basic necessities such as food, water, hygiene
products, shelter, and healthcare services. Aware of
the critical importance of the first 72 hours, we act

?
quickly to reach those in need as soon as possible. How can | support Gaza:

Due to the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, there is an
urgent need for food, water, medicine, and shelter.
You can support by donating or sharing our campa-
igns. Your contributions help people in the region
access basic necessities, playing a life-saving role.

In which regions do you provide aid?

We operate primarily in Tiirkiye , Gaza, Syria,
Yemen, and other regions in need. We deliver aid
to the areas most affected by crises by collaborating
with local and international partners.
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How do you help in disaster areas?

In disasters like earthquakes, floods, and fires, we
act quickly to provide shelter, food, clean water,
clothing, and healthcare services. We also support
victims during rehabilitation processes, helping
them rebuild their lives.

How can | track the use of my donations?

We operate with transparency. We regularly share
activity reports and videos on our website and
social media accounts. Additionally, we record and
send videos to donors showing how their specific
donation was used. You can track where and how
your donations are utilized through these channels
and SMS updates.

How can | support other projects?

In addition to emergency relief, we work in areas
like education, healthcare, and water well projects.
You can explore all our projects and contribute to
the area of your choice by visiting the “Donate”
section of our website.

Remember, every donation changes a life.
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What are your efforts in Syria?

In the Azez region, we are revitalizing bakeries
with flour and food donations, ensuring free bre-
ad access for the people. Additionally, we provide
clothing, blankets, and fuel to support those in
need during the cold winter months.

What kind of aid do you provide in Yemen?

We respond to the humanitarian crisis in Yemen by
providing food, clean water, hygiene kits, and he-
althcare services. Your donations reach millions of
people struggling with hunger and disease, offering
them the necessary support for survival.
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Acil Durum Eylem Plani Hazirlayin!

Deprem, dogal bir afet tiirti olup, diinya genelinde
bir¢ok insanin yasamini etkileyebilmektedir. Bu
nedenle, deprem aninda hayatta kalabilmek ve
giivende olabilmek i¢in etkili bir acil durum eylem
plani hazirlamak 6nemlidir. Bu rehberde, acil
durum eylem planinin temel unsurlarini ve nasil
hazirlanacagini anlatiyoruz.

1. Aile ve Ev Uyeleri ile iletigim Plani
Deprem aninda, aile ve ev tiyeleriyle iletisim
kurabilmek olduk¢a 6nemlidir. {letisim planiniz
asagidaki maddeleri icermelidir:

- Ev tiyelerinin telefon numaralari ve e-posta
adresleri

- Acil durumlar i¢in belirlenen bir iletisim sorum-
lusu

- Bolgedeki siginaklar ve toplanma alanlar:

- Alternatif iletisim yontemleri (6r. sosyal medya,
mesajlasma uygulamalari)

2. Acil Durum Gantasi Hazirlama
Deprem sirasinda ve sonrasinda ihtiyag duyabile-
ceginiz temel malzemeleri i¢eren bir acil durum
cantasi hazirlamak hayati 6neme sahiptir. Bu
cantayl1 asagidaki 6gelerle doldurabilirsiniz:

- Su ve yiyecek (En az ¢ giinliik)

- [k yardim malzemeleri

- Tlaglar ve receteler

- El feneri ve yedek piller

- Diidiik ve acil durum flamasi

- Yedek giysiler ve battaniye

- Hijyen malzemeleri

- Nakit ve 6nemli belgelerin fotokopileri

3. Evde Deprem Guvenligi Onlemleri
Deprem sirasinda giivende olmak i¢in evde alin-
masi gereken bazi 6nlemleri uygulamanizi tavsiye
ederiz. BAzilari su sekildedir:

- Esyalar1 duvarlara sabitleyin.

- Agir esyalar1 diismeyecek sekilde yerlestirin.

- Cam esyalari ve sivri koseli nesneleri giivenli
bolgelerde saklayin.

- Deprem sirasinda saklanilabilecek giivenli alan-
lar belirleyin. (Or. masa altlari, i¢ koseler)

- Evinizde yangin sondiiriicii ve gaz kagak dedekto-
rii bulundurun.

- Elektrik, su ve gaz vanalarini nasil kapatilacagimni
Ogrenin.
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4. Deprem Sirasinda Yapilmasi
Gerekenler

Deprem aninda asagidaki eylemleri uygulayarak
guivende kalabilirsiniz:

- Sakin olun ve panik yapmamaya ¢aligin.

- Giivenli bir alan bulun ve orada kalin.

- Yere yatin ve basinizi koruyacak sekilde kollarinizi
kullanin.

- Disar1 ¢ikmaya ¢alismayin ve merdivenlerden
inmeyin.

- Eger acik alanda iseniz, binalar, agaglar ve elektrik
direklerinden uzak durun.

5. Deprem Sonrasinda Yapilmasi
Gerekenler

Deprem sonrasinda giivende kalmak i¢in asagidaki
adimlart izleyin:

- Sarsint tamamen durdugunda hareket edin.

- Yaralilar ve zarar gormiis esyalar i¢in kontrol
yapin.

- Elektrik, su ve gaz vanalarimi kontrol edin ve gere-
kirse kapatin.

- Acil durum ¢antasi ve iletisim planini kullanarak
aile ve ev iiyeleriyle iletisime gegcin.

- Resmi haber kaynaklarini takip edin ve toplanma
alanlarina ve agik alanlara yonelin.

- Deprem sonrasinda olabilecek art¢1 sarsintilara
hazirlikli olun.- Hijyen malzemeleri

- Nakit ve 6nemli belgelerin fotokopileri

Sonug

Deprem aninda hayatta kalma rehberi, acil
durum eylem plani hazirlamanizi'sagla-
yarak yasamimzi-korumaniza yardime1
olacakur.

"'iletigim plan; é'f:il durum g¢antasi, evde
alinacak 6nlemler, depremysirasinda ve
sonrasinda yapilacaklar gibi unsurlan dik-

ate alarak hazirlikh olun've sevdiklerinizle
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Prepare an Emergency Action Plan!

An earthquake is a natural disaster that can affect
many people worldwide. To survive and stay safe
during an earthquake, it is crucial to prepare an ef-
fective emergency action plan. This guide outlines
the essential elements of an emergency action plan
and how to create one.

Communication Plan with Family and
Household Members

During an earthquake, staying in contact with
family and household members is vital. Your com-
munication plan should include the following:
«Phone numbers and email addresses of hou-
sehold members

« A designated contact person for emergencies
«Local shelters and gathering points

« Alternative communication methods (e.g., social
media, messaging apps)

Preparing an Emergency Kit

Having an emergency kit with essential items
during and after an earthquake is critical. Your kit
should include the following items:

»Water and food (at least a three-day supply)
«First aid supplies

«Medications and prescriptions

«Flashlight and extra batteries

«Whistle and emergency signal flag

«Spare clothes and blankets

«Hygiene items

«Cash and photocopies of important documents

Earthquake Safety Measures at Home

To ensure safety during an earthquake, take the
following precautions in your home:

«Secure furniture and heavy items to walls.

«Place heavy objects in locations where they won'’t
fall.

«Store glassware and sharp objects in safe places.
«Identify safe spaces to take cover during an eart-
hquake (e.g., under tables, inner corners).

«Have a fire extinguisher and a gas leak detector in
your home.

«Learn how to shut off electricity, water, and gas
valves.

Earthquake Survival Guide

| ONERi / PROPOSAL

What to Do During an Earthquake 7

To stay safe during an earthquake, follow these
actions:

«Stay calm and try not to panic.

«Find a safe spot and remain there.

«Drop to the ground and use your arms to protect
your head.

«Do not try to go outside or use stairways.

«If you are outdoors, stay away from buildings,
trees, and power lines.

What to Do After an Earthquake

To remain safe after an earthquake, follow these
steps:

*Move only when the shaking has completely
stopped.

»Check for injuries and damaged property.
«Inspect and shut off electricity, water, and gas if
necessary.

» Use your emergency kit and communication plan
to contact family and household members.
«Follow official news sources and head to gathering
areas or open spaces.

+Be prepared for aftershocks that may follow the
initial quake.

PROPOSAL

Conclusion

This earthquake suryvival guide will help
you create an emergency-action plan, ensu-
ring your safety during an earthquake.

By preparing a communication plan, an
emergency kit, taking home precautions,
and knowing what to do during and after an
earthquake, you can stay safe and protect
your loved ones.
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Osman Berkan YILMAZ

Her Seyden Habersiz Gocuklar

ilk Saha Yolculugu Telasi

2023 Ramazan ayina, evdeki miikellef sofrada sahur ya-
parak ve sicak yatagimda rahat bir uyku ile baslamistim.
U giin sonra yapacagim yolculugun beni ne kadar et-
kileyeceginin farkinda degildim tabi. Care Derneginin
gorevlendirmesi ile Azez’e yolculuk i¢in hazirliklarim
tamd1. Bu defa da evdeki miikellef o sofradan uzakta ilk
saha yolculugumun telas: ile havalimaninda yaparak
yola ¢ikmistim. Dernegin diger galisanlari ile 6nce Istan-
bul’dan Gaziantep’e ugtuk, oradan da kiralik bir aragla
Kilis Onciipinar giimriik kapisina gectik. Nerde o rahat
uyku, nerde o gafletli diinyam. Yolculuk boyunca alemim
degisiyor, sarsiliyordum. Giimritk memurlarinin kimlik
ve evrak kontroliinden gecip ikinci kontrol noktasina
ulastik. Zaman gectikee, kapilardan gectikce hayatin sart-
lar1 da degisiyor gibiydi. Tampon boélgesinden de gecerek
Suriye sinir kapisina dogru ilerlemeye basladik.

ilk Duragimiz Tirkiye'nin Kontroliindeki Azez

Sinir kapisina yaklasirken bizi bekleyen Diyanet Vakfi'n-
dan Yasin Bey, yol arkadasimiz oldu. Kendisi aslen Su-
riyeli olup, iyi bir Tiirkceye sahipti. Suriye topraklarina
girdigimizde bizi Diyanet Vakfinin araciyla alip progra-
min yapilacag1 Azez’deki Diyanet Vakfi merkezine gittik.
Yasin Bey’in dedigine gore savastan nce Azez bolgesinin
niifusu 50.000 kisiymis. Kendi halinde bir sehir iken su
an go¢ dalgalar1 ve miiltecilerle birlikte ortalama 1 mil-
yon niifusa yaklastigini dile getirdi. Ayrica savas sartlar
icerisinde Suriye’nin en yasanilabilir sehrinin de burasi
oldugunu belirtti. Diger sehirleri varin siz diisiiniin.

Yardim Dagitimina Baghyoruz

Daha birkag giin 6nce Ramazan'a sicak yuvamda rahat
yatagimda baslayan ben i¢in burada gordiigiim manza-
ralar derinden etkiliyordu. Yardimlar1 hazirlamaya bas-
ladik. Ardindan da ilk ¢adir kentimize gitmek igin yola
koyulduk. Genel koordinatériimiiz Cihan Bey, daha 6n-

ceki Suriye ziyaretlerinde yasadiklarini anlatarak yore
halkina nasil yaklasmamiz gerektigi hakkinda baz: tavsi-
yeler verdi. Tiim diinyam tiim alemim degismisti. Adeta
bildigim tanidigim inandigim diinyanin hi¢ gérmedigim
diger ylizii ile tanistyordum. Kisa siiren bir yolculugun
ardindan ilk ¢adir kentimize ulastik. Yore halki bizi sayg1
ve sevgiyle karsiladilar. Ustelik bize kortej seklinde eslik
ederek dagitim noktasina kadar da geldiler.

ilk Cadir Kentte Mahmut'un Misafiriyiz

190 ailelik bir ¢adir kente geldik. Buradaki mazlum ai-
lelere insani yardim paketlerini dagitmaya basladik. Bu
sirada, ¢cadir kente girdigimizden beri yanimizdan ayril-
mayan Mahmut isimli 10 yas civarindaki ¢ocukla tanistik
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ve onunla da ilgilenmeye bagladik. Orada ge¢irdigimiz
siire boyunca Mahmut bizi hi¢ yalniz birakmadi. Nereye
gittiysek yanimizdaydi. Kendi kadar kolileri bile tasimaya
kalkisiyordu. Minik yiiregi ile bize kocaman bir misafir-
perverlik yapt1.

ikinci Gadir Kentte Siikiir Muhakemesi

[lk cadir kentteki dagitim tamamlaninca ikinci ¢adir ken-
te dogru yola koyulduk. Bu ¢adir kentin durumu da ilki-
ne benziyordu. Belki sicak havalarin da verdigi etkiyledir
bilmiyorum ama koku ve hijyen orani baya diisiiktii. In-
sanlar burada yasam miicadelesi veriyor. Diisiinebiliyor
musunuz daha birkag giin 6nceki yasantima bakiyorum
ve kendime sunu sormadan alikoyamiyorum: “O kadar
sitkredecek nimete sahip iken neden siikretmiyorum?”

Uglincti Cadir Kentte Ulkemin izi

Ikinci gadir kentteki dagitimlar da tamamlandiktan son-
ra biraz daha uzakta olan tiglincii ¢adir kente dogru yola
koyulduk. Azez’in i¢lerine dogru bir yerdeydi. Bu saate
kadar gordiigiim tek diizgiin yolu kullaniyorduk sani-
rim. Gordiigiim manzaralardan sonra ne yalan soyleye-
yim biraz sasirdim. Yasin Bey, bu yolu Tiirkiye'nin askeri
techizat nakliyesi yapmak i¢in yaptirdigini syleyince il-
kemin hizmetlerinin sinirlar1 astigini gérmek gururumu
da oksad1. Son ¢adir kente ulastigimizda etrafta ¢ok fazla
motor tamircisi oldugunu gérdiim. Buradaki halk da bizi
sevgi ve saygiyla karsiladi. Dagitimlarimizi tamamlayip
geri donerken arkamizdan hem iilkemize hem bagis¢ila-
rimiza hem de bize ellerini a¢ip dualar ediyorlardi.

Savasin Ortasinda Giil Agan Yiizler

Dagitimlar tamamlandiginda doniis yoluna gectik. Bu
yardim programi hakkinda sGylenecek soz var biliyorum.
Beni en ¢ok etkileyen de ¢ocuklar oldu. Hi¢bir ¢ocuk sa-
vasin ortasinda kalmamali. Onlarin giil agan yiizlerinde
gulimseme eksik olmamali.

Dagitim organizasyonlarinda firsat buldukea cocuklarla
oyunlar oynayip onlarin yiizlerinde biraz giilimseme
olusturmaya c¢alistik. Onlar giildiikce adeta bizim gon-
limiiz de guldii. Her seyden habersiz bir sekilde yok
savasmis, yok siyasi ¢catismalarmis, yok bombalarmis bil-
meden giiliimsemeleri her seye degerdi. Bilmeden der-
ken tabi ki her bomba sesinde her ugak sesinde iliklerine

kadar titrediklerini o korkuyu minik yiireklerinde bizim
anlayamayacagimiz kadar derinden hissettiklerini bili-
yorum. Ama onlar ¢ocuk, savas nedir nerden bilsinler?
Neden bilsinler!

Bu yolculuk hayatimin en 6zel anlarindan biriydi. ekip
olarak tekrar havalimanina déndiigimiizde bavulumu
beklerken telefondan galerime girip ¢ocuklarla ¢ekildi-
gimiz fotograflara bakmak istedim. O giinden ardimiza
biraktigimiz elimizdeki bu ii¢ bes fotograf ve hatiramizda
kalan anilardi.. Ama asil orda biraktigimiz hig bir seyden
haberi olmayan o ¢ocuklardi!

Osman Berkan YILMAZ

Care Dernegi - Sosyal Hizmetler Uzmani
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Osman Berkan YILMAZ

Children Unaware of It All

The Excitement of My First Field Journey

I started the 2023 Ramadan with a lavish suhoor at home,
followed by a comfortable sleep in my warm bed. I had
no idea how much the journey I would embark on three
days later would impact me. I was fully prepared for the
trip to Azez, assigned by Care Association. This time, I
found myself at the airport, far from that lavish table at
home, feeling the anxiety of my first field journey. Along
with other team members from the association, we flew
from Istanbul to Gaziantep and then drove to the Kilis
Onciipinar border crossing. Gone was the restful sleep,
gone was my sheltered life. Throughout the journey, I
felt my world shifting, as if my entire perspective was be-
ing shaken. After clearing the ID and document checks
at customs, we reached the second checkpoint. It felt as
though life’s realities were changing with every step. We
crossed the buffer zone and began approaching the Syri-
an border gate.

Our First Stop: Azez Under Turkish Control

As we neared the border, Yasin Bey from the Diyanet
Foundation was waiting for us and joined as our guide.
Originally from Syria, he spoke fluent Turkish. Once we
entered Syrian territory, we were taken to the Diyanet

Foundation’s center in Azez, where our program was to be
held. Yasin explained that before the war, the population
of Azez was around 50,000. Now, due to waves of refugees
and displaced people, the population had surged to ne-
arly a million. He added that despite the war, Azez had
become one of the most livable cities in Syria. It made
me wonder what the conditions were like in other cities.

Starting the Aid Distribution

Just a few days ago, I had begun Ramadan in the comfort
of my home, but what I saw here deeply shook me. We
began preparing the aid packages and set off for our first
tent city. Our general coordinator, Cihan Bey, shared sto-
ries from his previous visits to Syria and gave us advice on
how to approach the local people. My entire worldview
was changing. It was as though I was meeting the other
side of life that I had never seen or even imagined. After
a short journey, we arrived at our first tent city. The local
people greeted us with respect and kindness. They even
escorted us in a procession to the distribution point.

Our Host in the First Tent City: Mahmut

We arrived at a tent city housing 190 families and star-
ted distributing humanitarian aid packages. During this
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time, we met a boy named Mahmut, about 10 years old,
who had been following us since we entered the camp.
We took a special interest in him. Mahmut never left
our side throughout our time there. Wherever we went,
he followed, even trying to help carry the boxes with his
small hands. With his tiny heart, he showed us immense

hospitality.

Reflecting on Gratitude in the Second Tent
City

After completing the distribution in the first camp, we set
off for the second tent city. The conditions in this camp
were similar to the first. Perhaps because of the heat, the
smell and level of hygiene were quite low. People were fi-
ghting for survival here. Reflecting on my life just days
before, I couldn’t help but ask myself, “Why don’t I exp-
ress more gratitude when I have so many blessings?”

Seeing My Country’s Footprints in the Third Tent
City

After finishing our work in the second camp, we headed
to the third tent city, which was farther away, deeper into
Azez. This time, we were traveling on what seemed like
the only decent road I had seen. After what I had witnes-
sed earlier, I was a little surprised. Yasin explained that
the road had been built by Turkey to transport military
equipment, and seeing my country’s services extend be-
yond borders filled me with pride. When we arrived at
the last tent city, I noticed there were many motorbike re-
pair shops. The locals welcomed us warmly once again.
As we completed our distributions and prepared to leave,
the people raised their hands in prayer, offering heartfelt
thanks to our country, our donors, and us.

Smiling Faces Amidst War

As we started our return journey, I reflected on what I
had seen. There is much to say about this aid program,
but what moved me the most were the children. No child
should be caught in the middle of war. Smiles should ne-
ver be absent from their innocent faces.

During the distributions, whenever we had the chance,
we played with the children, trying to bring a little joy to
their faces. When they smiled, it was as though our he-
arts smiled with them. These children, unaware of war,

political conflicts, or bombings, smiled despite everyt-
hing, and that made it all worthwhile. Of course, I knew
that with every bomb, every plane passing overhead,
their small hearts shuddered in fear—a fear we couldn’t
fully understand. But they are children—how could they
know what war is? Why should they even have to know?

This journey was one of the most special experiences of
my life. When we returned to the airport as a team, I lo-
oked at the photos we had taken with the children while
waiting for my luggage. All that remained from that day
were those few photos and the memories we carried with
us. But what we truly left behind were those children,
unaware of it all.

Osman Berkan YILMAZ
Care Association - Social Services Specialist
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Kahramanmaras Depremi Anilari / Memories of the Kahramanmaras Earthquake

6 Subat 2023 sabahi saat 04:17'de, Kahramanmaras ve ¢evresinde, Tiirkiye'nin gordiigii en yikic1 depremlerden biri yasandu.
7.8 biiyiikliigiindeki bu deprem, on bir sehirde biiyiik bir felakete yol agt1, ardindan gelen 7.5 bityiikliigiindeki art¢1 sarsinti
ise durumu daha da kétiilestirdi. Milyonlarca insanin hayatin etkileyen bu felaket, on binlerce can kaybina ve yikima sebep
oldu. Ancak bu zorlu dénemde, Gare Dernegi géniilliileri, umut ve dayanigmanin sembolii oldular. iste o zor giinlerden gé-
niilliilerimizin hafizalarina kazinan anilar...

At 417 AM on the morning of February 6, 2023, one of the most devastating earthquakes in Turkey’s history struck
Kahramanmaras and the surrounding areas. This 7.8 magnitude earthquake caused massive destruction across eleven cities,
and the 7.5 magnitude aftershock that followed worsened the situation. This catastrophe affected millions of lives, leading to
tens of thousands of deaths and widespread destruction. Amid this challenging time, Care Association volunteers became
symbols of hope and solidarity. Here are the memories of those difficult days, etched into the minds of our volunteers.

Recep Bilge - Care Dernegi, Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi

“Dinya iste boyle bir yer..."
"yokthe world is just such a place...”

“Daha 15 giin 6nce Kahramanmaras'ta ¢ektigim fo-
tograftan kim bilebilirdi ki o yerde ¢orba dagitacagi-
miz1? Diinya iste boyle bir yer... Sevdiklerimizi kirip
dékmeye degmez, bu yalan diinya i¢in hi¢ degmez.”

Depremin hemen ardindan bélgeye giden Yonetim
Kurulu tiyelerimizden Recep Bilge’nin sozleri, insa-

ni degerleri ve dayanigsmay1 hepimize hatirlatiyor. O

zor kosullarda sicak yemek dagitimi yaparken ¢ekti-
gimiz bu kareyi sizlerle paylasmak istedik.

“Who could have known, just 15 days after I took a

photo in Kahramanmaras, that we would be distri-
buting soup in that very place? This is life... It’s not
worth breaking and hurting those we love, especial-
ly not for this fleeting world.”

These words from Recep Bilge, one of our board
members who went to the region immediately after
the earthquake, remind us all of the importance of
human values and solidarity. We wanted to share
this photo taken during the distribution of hot me-

als under those harsh conditions.
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‘ . Cihan Oktar - Care Dernegi, Gonullusu

“ne yedik, nerede uyuduk, hi¢ hatirlamiyorum.”
"l can't remember how the days passed...”

“Kurtarma ¢alismalarina katilarak bolge halkina
moral vermek icin sabirli olmaya calistik. Giinler
nasil gecti, ne yedik, nerede uyuduk, hi¢ hatirlami-
yorum. Enkazda ¢alistigimiz sirada gérdiigiimiiz ¢o-
cuk naaslar1 bizi cok derinden etkiledi. Yarim kalmis
hayatlar, diigiin albiimlerini enkazda gormek bizle-
re gercekten cok etkileyici anlar yasatti. Rabbim bir
daha bdyle acilar yasatmasin ingallah.”

Cihan Oktar, deprem sonras: kurtarma calismala-
rinda yasadig1 deneyimleri dile getirirken, bu aci
dolu anlarin ne kadar zorlayici oldugunu vurgulu-
yor. Enkazin altinda kalan hayatlar, yarim kalmis
hayaller, hepimizi derinden sarsti. Ancak dayanis-

ma ve sabirla, bu zorlu siireci atlatmaya ¢aligtilar.

“We tried to remain patient while participating in
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rescue efforts and providing moral support to the

local people. I can’t remember how the days pas-
sed, what we ate, or where we slept. What affected
us most was seeing the bodies of children under the
rubble. Seeing unfinished lives, wedding albums
among the debrisit really hit us hard. May God spa-

re us from such pain again.”

Cihan Oktar speaks about his experience during
the rescue efforts after the earthquake, emphasizing
how heartbreaking those moments were. The lives
lost under the rubble, the shattered dreams, deep-
ly moved all of us. Yet, with patience and solidarity,
they worked to overcome this difficult time.

Vesileyiz / Means 2023 83



care.org.tr

| GONULLULERIMIZ / OUR VOLUNTEERS

84 Care Dernegi | Vesileyiz / Means 2023

Fahrettin Furkan Akplnar - Care Dernegi, Proje Yoneticisi ‘ >

"bir canin daha kurtulmasina vesile olduk.”
"rescuing another life...”

“8 Subat aksam saat 17:00 sularinda enkaz hali-
ne gelen binalardan birinden bir ses duyduk. Bina
ayaktaydi fakat kolonlar, odalar ve katlar ice girmis-
ti. Kepge yardimiyla yolu kazip binanin alt katina,
ses aldigimiz yere ulastik. Yaklasik 6 saatlik yogun
ve tehlikeli bir calismanin neticesinde enkazdan bir
can daha kurtulmasina vesile olduk.”

Furkan Akpinar’in bu hatirasi, zorlu kosullar altin-
da nasil hayat kurtardiklarini anlatiyor. Saatler sii-
ren ¢alisma, kurtarilan her canin ne kadar kiymetli
oldugunu bir kez daha hatirlatti. Enkaz altindan bir
cani daha kurtararak umut 1s181m1 canli tutmay1 ba-

sardilar.

Care Dernegi olarak, depremde emegi gecen tiim go-
niillillerimize sonsuz tesekkiirlerimizi sunuyoruz.
Deprem gibi biiyiik felaketler, insanligin ne kadar da-
yanikli ve bir araya geldiginde ne kadar giiglii oldugu-
nu bir kez daha gostermistir. Rabbim bir daha boyle
acilar yasatmasin.

“Around 5 PM on February 8, we heard a voice from

one of the collapsed buildings. The building was
still standing, but the columns, rooms, and floors
had collapsed inward. With the help of an excava-
tor, we dug our way to the lower floor, where we he-
ard the sound. After about 6 hours of intense and
dangerous work, we were able to rescue another life
from the rubble.”

Furkan Akpinar’s memory highlights the challenges
they faced as they worked to save lives under tough
conditions. Hours of hard labor reminded them how
precious each life was. By saving one more person
from the rubble, they kept the flame of hope alive.

As Care Association, we extend our deepest thanks to
all the volunteers who contributed during the eart-
hquake. Disasters like this remind us of how resilient
humanity is and how strong we can be when we come
together. May God protect us from such pain in the fu-
ture.
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Yetim Sponsorlugu ile
bir yetimin ihtiyaclarini kargilayabilir,
egitim almasina destek olabilirsiniz.

GARE YARDIMLASMA VE KALKINMA DERNEGT
Mahmutbey Mah. Halkali Cad. No:3/11 Bagcilar / Istanbul
+90 (212) 471 08 08 - www.care.orgtr - info@care.org.tr



